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This pamphlet, addressed to librarians, 
sets out briefly to record the achieve- 
ments of libraries of all kinds in the 
conservation and use of archives and 


manuscripts. 
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"THE Royal Navy has the reputation of being 

the Silent Service, but, where library services 
are concerned, the British Army must run it a 
close second. The Army Library Service is prob- 
ably the most extensive library service in the 
world, covering, as it does, units as far apart as 
Nairobi and Oslo, the Caribbean and Hong 
Kong, with innumerable supply points in Great 
Britain, Germany, the Middle East and the Far 
East, yet this galaxy in the library sky still lacks its 
Jeans and Hoyle to publicize it. Since 1945, apart 
from J. H. P. Pafford’s booklet Books and Army 
education 1944-1946, published by Aslib in 1946, 
and Sergeant Healey’s article on the Army 
Library at Diisseldorf, in the L.A. Recorp for 
May 1951, printed material on this subject is 
almost entirely lacking. 

Wellington was pressing the French troops 
back to the Pyrenees and Waterloo slumbered, 
completely ignorant of its future fame, when 
the Royal Engineers decided that, to keep 
their officers and N.C.O.s abreast of current 
technical developments, they would set up 
specialist libraries. Progress was so rapid that by 
1816 not only depots, but even companies of 
R.E.s had libraries and reading rooms. 

The Chaplain’s branch was the next to move, 
and in the 1820s a standard library of 28 religious 
books, including such titles as ““Kind Caution to 
Profane Swearers”’ and “Discourse on Deathbed 
Repentance’’, was issued to the orderly room of 
each corps. 

The first attempts to set up general libraries, 
however, came about by individual effort, and 
were supported by subscriptions from the officers 
and men of the regiments. The earliest of these 
was in the 80th Regiment (now the Staffordshire 
Regiment) which, while in Malta in 1825, was 
inspired by the surgeon to start a subscription 
library, supported at first only by N.C.O.s and 
men, and later by the officers. The Army School- 
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The Army Library Service 


By Masor D. McEwan, B.A., F.L.A., Royal Army Educational Corps, 
and R. A. Warer, A.L.A., Librarian, Army Central Library 


master acted as librarian. Specially strengthened 
boxes, fitted with shelves so as to act as book- 
stacks when the library was open, were made to 
transport the books in the wanderings of this 
Regiment from Malta to Corfu, thence to Man- 
chester and Ireland. 

A special reading room was obtained whenever 
possible, and within eight years of its inception 
the library had over one thousand volumes, of 
which history and travel claimed 250, biography 
and belles-lettres 250, religion 100 and novels 
400. The Regiment experimented with paper 
jackets and glazed cotton cloth as protection for 
the book covers, an interesting anticipation of the 
modern plastic jackets. The records show that the 
assistant librarian, who apparently did the actual 
issuing, was rewarded 5s. monthly! Over 200 
officers and men were subscribers, a remarkable 
number when the low standard of literacy of the 
day is considered. The whole scheme reflects 
immense credit on the enthusiasm and intelligence 
of the sponsors, who, starting from scratch, and 
with no precedents to guide them, set up an 
efficient and popular service. 

The success of this scheme inspired others to 
follow suit and unexpected support was received 
from the Royal Commission on Military Punish- 
ments. This Commission, set up in response to 
the public agitation against the frequency of 
corporal punishment in the Army, pointed out 
that the soldier normally had, apart from drink- 
ing, little to occupy his leisure time, and recom- 
mended that libraries should be made available 
to the troops on military stations. The findings of 
this Commission seem to have met with a better 
fate than those of many similar bodies, for, in 
1840, £2,000 was allocated to the provision of 
libraries in units, and a report, in 1859, showed 
that over the ten years 1846-56 an average of 
£1,744 6s. 9d. per annum had been spent on 
maintaining 150 unit libraries. 
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Army Library progress continued during the 
nineteenth century, and at the end of the century 
there was an established scheme by which the 
Garrison Library supplied books to recreational 
rooms. The librarian was normally a pensioned 
N.C.O. Books were selected by a Library Com- 
mittee who were directed by Army Regulations to 
meet at least once per quarter and “to be careful, 
when sanctioning the purchase of new books, 
that a reasonable proportion of works of an 
instructive as well as of an interesting character, 
such as histories, travel and general literature are 
obtained—no works of an immoral tendency or 
controversial nature to be sanctioned”’. 

The outbreak of the 1914-18 War altered many 
things, one of which was the attitude towards 
libraries in the Army. At first, donations, many of 
which were books withdrawn from _ public 
libraries, were made direct to the various camps, 
but the British Camp Libraries, the British War 
Libraries (which supplied only hospitals and 
which was taken over by the Red Cross and 
Order of St. John), the Y.M.C.A. libraries and the 
Prisoner of War Camp Libraries, arranged a 
more regular and methodical distribution. War 
Office appreciated the value of books for resettle- 
ment purposes and, in September 1918, it was 
arranged to supply camps with small libraries of 
reference books for this purpose. The rapidity of 
demobilization, however, prevented this from 
having its full effect. 

By 1923, three years after the Army Education- 
al Corps had been formed, the lines on which the 
Army Library Service has been subsequently 
developed were laid down, though not continu- 
ously adhered to. The establishment was author- 
ized of: 


(a) A Central Lending Library; 

(6) Command Libraries; 

(c) Unit Libraries; 

(d) a system for the supply of instructional 
books. 


With the outbreak of the 1939-45 War, the 
book history of 1914-18 repeated itself, with a 
flow of donations, first uncontrolled and then 
directed through the Lord Mayor’s Fund, and a 
recognition of the part which books could play in 
the recreation, instruction and resettlement of the 
soldier. Late in the war, in 1944, the Standard 
Unit Library of approximately 400 titles, and 
available to units with over 500 personnel, was 
set up to assist in the resettlement of the troops, 
as Mr. Pafford has so ably explained in his book- 
let, and, despite difficulties, by May 1946, 


876,000 Unit Library books had been distributed. 
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In addition, the Command Libraries, of con- 
siderably greater size than had ever been en- 
visaged, were set up, and supplies of textbooks 
arranged. 

The final stages have been the organization, 
based on the county library model, of branch 
libraries, drawing stocks from the Command 
Libraries and themselves supplying the units in 
their areas. 

It may be explained here that the Army is 
divided for operational control into Commands 
and Districts, the whole being controlled by the 
War Office. At the head of the Army Educational 
Service, of which the Army Library Service is a 
part, is the Director of Army Education, a Major- 
General. Under him are several sections of the 
War Office, one of which has the function of lay- 
ing down the policy for Army Libraries. The 
administration of this policy is carried out by the 
Books and Libraries Section of the Institute of 
Army Education. The same section arranges the 
purchase of books through H.M.S.O., and their 
distribution to Army libraries and schools. The 
book fund is allocated to the purchase of several 
different categories of books, the principal ones 
being: 


. General reading and recreational books. 
. Military reference books. 

. Textbooks for Army classes. 

Textbooks for Boys’ Units. 

. Textbooks for Army children’s schools. 
. Unit reference library books. 

. Correspondence course books. 

. Resettlement course books. 


RPNDAPWN— 


The first of these corresponds to the non-fiction 
and fiction sections of a public library, the second 
is intended for Staff College entrants and to keep 
officers and men in touch with current military 
publications, the third, fourth and fifth are self- 
explanatory with the proviso that the “Army 
Classes’’ are those of a general educational 
nature, e.g., English, arithmetic, geography, etc., 
not specialist ones in radar, engineering, etc.; the 
Unit Reference library of 55 quick reference 
books has replaced the former Standard Unit 
library, while the last two are self-explanatory 
(the Army will, at a nominal charge, arrange a 
correspondence course with selected correspon- 
dence course colleges, for any member of the 
forces, the requisite textbooks being supplied on 
loan for the necessary period). 

Purchase of some military reference books and 
of all textbooks, etc., is made on the orders of 
War Office or at the request of the using school 
or unit. Selection of the balance of the military 
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reference books and the general reading and 
recreational books is done by the Books and 
Libraries Section, who receive proofs and reading 
copies from most publishers, have them “‘vetted”’ 
by a committee, and decide which books to buy 
and in what quantities they shall be purchased. 
In addition, Command libraries are allowed a 
small sum to be spent locally, and a further 
amount is reserved by Books and Libraries Sec- 
tion to be spent on books selected locally, but 
bought centrally. (Books requested by specific 
borrowers and not available are, if suitable for 
addition to stock, bought on request.) All these 
purchases (except local purchases, of course) are 
made by H.M.S.O. who, as wholesalers, receive 
the usual commercial discounts. 

In each Command there is a Command library 
which forms part of the education system under 
the Command Education Officer. In the majority 
of Commands there are branch libraries, situated 
in districts which, as mentioned earlier, draw 
their stocks from the Command library and are 
responsible for book supply to the Units. The 
Command library thus has a triple function: 
firstly, that of making over-the-counter issues to 
troops in its vicinity, and, normally, of bulk loan 
to Units in its district; secondly, the receipt of all 
books intended for the libraries in the Command 
and the supply of the requisite proportion of these 
books to the Branch libraries; and, lastly, that of 
dealing with requests. The Command librarian is 
also responsible for the textbook supply to Army 
classes, of the general nature mentioned above 
(but not Army children’s schools) within his 
Command, and for supply of set books to Staff 
College Entrance Examination and Promotion 
Examination candidates in his Command. 

Work within the Command library proceeds 
much as it does in a county library headquarters. 
Books coming into stock are accessioned, classi- 
fied by Dewey and catalogued, requests and tele- 
phone enquiries are dealt with, boxes of books for 
bulk exchange made up and the returned books 
checked in, and parcels of individual requests des- 
patched, as in any county library. One section of 
the Command library resembles the Student’s 
Section of a county library, and deals with the 
meeting of requests, received from all over the 
Command, which cannot be dealt with at branch 
library level. Those which cannot be supplied 
from available stocks are forwarded to the Army 
Central Library. Staffs are small and every mem- 
ber has to be versatile, prepared to accession, 
answer telephone enquiries, issue gramophone 
records (each Command library has a substantial 
record collection), film strips, Linguaphone 
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records or books, or make up and check in, all as 
part of the daily work. The same applies to the 
branch libraries, where staffs are smaller, though 
here there is no classification to do, this being 
done centrally at the Command library. The 
Command librarian is expected to visit the Units 
in his area and also the branch libraries, and, in 
conference with the Command Education Officer, 
ensure the best possible use of the books in his 
charge. Two, at least, of the Command libraries 
operate a mobile library service. 

In addition to the Command and branch 
libraries, there are the libraries frequently found 
at Army Education Centres and those within the 
Units. These have no full-time librarians, but an 
N.C.O. is usually in charge. Issue methods vary 
from the Brown charging system to the ledger 
system, whereas in Command and branch librar- 
ies, the Brown system is almost universal. The 
number of books issued to each individual also 
varies from library to library, available stocks and 
distances the borrowers have to travel affecting 
this. Users of the libraries include all serving per- 
sonnel of the Army, War Office employed civil- 
ians, wives and children of soldiers and entitled 
civilians, and, where no similar facilities exist in 
their own branch of the Services, Naval and Air 
Force personnel. The hours of opening vary 
enormously, staffing being the deciding factor. 

This, then, is the organization within the Com- 
mand, branch and Unit libraries. The Army 
Central Library, which is part of the Army Edu- 
cation Central Book Depot, is a completely 
separate organization which acts as a lending 
library for books not likely to be in great demand 
in any one area, as a channel by which books can 
be obtained (for libraries within Great Britain and 
Germany) from the National Central Library, 
and as the centre for bibliographical information; 
it operates a union catalogue showing the distri- 
bution of the various titles, within the Army 
Library Service the world over. All requests from 
Commands come first to the Army Central 
Library and only if they cannot be satisfied from 
its stocks or from alternative sources are they 
passed to Books and Libraries Section for con- 
sideration of purchase. It is one of the libraries 
which co-operates with the British National 
Book Centre. Play reading sets form a consider- 
able proportion of the issues from the Army Cen- 
tral Library, and a special drama catalogue has 
been produced to assist units in remote areas to 
choose suitable plays. It also publishes a cata- 
logue of its holdings, kept up to date by lists of 
additions, which are cumulated into annual 
supplements. 
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The Army Central Library is housed in the 
Army Education Central Book Depot, which is a 
store for bulk stocks of Unit Library books, class 
textbooks, teaching aids and correspondence 
course books. Its holdings are issued on instruc- 
tions from War Office or the Institute of Army 
Education. 

In general, as has been mentioned, the Army 
Library Service is very similar to the normal pub- 
lic library. The choice of titles is affected by the 
fact that most of the borrowers are young men, 
and consequently adventure, western, mystery 
and science fiction books, and travel, war stories 
and adventure narratives (non-fiction) form a 
higher percentage of issues than they would do in 
comparable public libraries, where a large pro- 
portion of the borrowers are women. Where 
troops are on active service in difficult country 
such as Malaya, Kenya and Cyprus, packs of 
magazines and paper-backed books of the types 
mentioned above are supplied. These are expend- 
able (i.e., do not have to be accounted for) and 
once issued are not returned to the libraries. 

The present boom in reading has affected the 
Army as much as or more than the civilian popu- 
lation and book issues have been rising steadily, 
despite a decline in the military population. Cer- 
tain areas of England have noticed the swing-over 
from fiction to non-fiction reading, these being 
the regions with particularly good television 
reception, but this is a localized phenomenon. It 
will be interesting to see what effect the transfor- 
mation to a professional highly technical Army 
has upon the reading of the troops. 

In attempting to summarize the achievements 
of the Army Library Service, it can be said that 
there have been the Edward Edwards, William 
Ewarts, and, indeed, Sibthorps in the develop- 
ment of this endeavour to provide for the soldier 
the same facilities as those enjoyed by the civilian 
public library user. That there is now in being a 
system whereby books are quickly, easily, and 
constantly moved over distances which make 
interlending in the U.K. appear parochial, can be 
fairly put forward as evidence in the claim that 
there exists a “‘live’’ library service. The service as 
a whole is provided as part of the educational and 
welfare programme of the Army, but it is recog- 
nized that mass education and mass welfare must 
be compounded from individual needs. Thus the 
Army Library Service’s main aim is to provide 
fully for the needs of the individual in his specific 
reading habits, while at the same time providing 
a recreational ‘“‘umbrella”’ for the soldier, possibly 
in unfamiliar surroundings, with time to kill. 
Perhaps the main complaint of those who plan 
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and operate this service is the same as that of 
their counterparts in the civilian field; too many 
potential users still lack the inclination or initia- 
tive to take advantage of the facilities offered. 

In conclusion, our thanks are due to the 
Librarian and Information Officer of the Library 
Association for his invaluable assistance in pro- 
viding source material, and to Mr. E. Pugh, 
A.L.A., Command Librarian, Eastern Command, 
for his comments, amendments, and addiiions to 
the original script. 


BUCOP 


All who are concerned with the availability of 
information of all kinds will be pleased to learn 
that the Nuffield Foundation has generously 
made a grant of £8,250 over a period of three 
years for the compilation of a British union- 
catalogue of current periodicals. This volume, 
which will be in continuation of BUCOP, will 
include all periodicals new since around 1950, as 
well as material additional to the four volumes 
already published. 

There has been great activity since 1950 both in 
the publication of new periodicals here and 
abroad (especially in the scientific and technical 
fields), and in the acquisition of such items by 
British libraries. The new Union-catalogue will be 
of immense service in making available this great 
new mass of material for research and informa- 
tion. 

The many users of BUCOP will also be glad to 
know that its permanent continuation is now 
assured. When the British union-catalogue of 
current periodicals has been completed, the work 
of continuing BUCOP will be taken over as part 
of the normal activities of the National Central 
Library. 


MICROCARDS IN BRITAIN 


The Recordak Division of Kodak Ltd. (1 Beech 
Street, E.C.1) is now in a position to undertake 
the microcarding of customers’ own material, or 
material for which they have copyright clearance, 
at a reduction which gives 60 images a card. The 
size of the original can be up to 15 in. by 11 in. 
The first frame can carry a class number or other 
identification mark, but the title and details are 
expected to go on to the back of the card. The 
cards I have seen give as good an image in the 
reader as any of the American Microcard Founda- 
tion cards. Prices can be obtained from Kodak. 

L. L. ARDERN 
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Research in Documentation 


By B. C. Vickery, M.A., Librarian, I.CJ. Lid., 
Akers Research Laboratories, Welwyn 


RESEARCH in librarianship is no new thing. 

It is nearly twenty years since the Professor of 
Researches in Reading at the University of 
Chicago summed up ten years’ supervision of re- 
search projects in a manual on Investigating 
library problems (1). However, much of this 
research has been concerned with the evaluation 
of public library services. Dr. D. J. Urquhart, in 
1947, in introducing the results of a question- 
naire on the distribution and use of scientific and 
technical information, could state that “no 
earlier survey of this type has been traced"’ (2). 
Library service to specialist readers was rarely the 
subject of research before World War II. 

The last ten years has seen an increasing em- 
phasis on research in documentation. The 
development was stimulated by the Royal Society 
Scientific Information Conference of 1948. The 
recommendations of this conference did not, per- 
haps, lead to as much action as could have been 
wished, but as an international and inter- 
disciplinary meeting it broadened and quickened 
the thought of many who attended it or who read 
the report of its proceedings (3). Not least im- 
portant, a number of factual research surveys 
were presented to the Conference: notes on Royal 
Society publications by its Secretaries; a report on 
the publication of scientific research in the U.K.; 
a study of the length of papers by D. R. Read; a 
survey of abstracting agencies by Sir David 
Chadwick; and a survey on the use of scientific 
literature made by Professor J. D. Bernal. 

Since then, the demand for research into the 
documentation needs of specialists—particularly 
but not exclusively in science, medicine and 
technology—has steadily increased. Unesco has 
held conferences on abstracting services (4), and 
publishes memoranda on “methods of literature 
referencing and of retrospective searching” (4a). 
In 1956 a conference on the practical utilization 
of recorded knowledge was held in Cleveland, 
Ohio, at which areas for research were defined, 
and subsequently a Council for Documentation 
Research was set up (5). In 1957 an international 
study conference on classification for information 
retrieval was held in Dorking, Surrey, and re- 
search projects were outlined (6). The U.S. 
National Science Foundation is now issuing a 
semi-annual report on current research and 


development in scientific documentation—the 
first issue ran to 54 typed pages, referring mostly 
to U.S. work (7). The same institution is financing 
a two-year research programme by Aslib into the 
comparable efficiency of various retrieval sys- 
tems. These activities are only some of the high- 
lights of the new trend. 

Why research ? The causes of this development 
are not difficult to discern. Specialist literature in 
every field is increasing at an accelerating rate, so 
that the sheer bulk of reading matter overwhelms 
established library and documentation tech- 
niques. At the same time, the increasing inter- 
penetration of disciplines scatters the literature 
potentially useful to one specialist through a wide 
variety of subject fields. The need to communi- 
cate quickly to many different groups of readers 
has stimulated the use of the mimeograph, “‘near- 
print’ and microfilm, so that the variety of 
physical forms of publication handled by the 
librarian has increased. Locating and acquiring 
such “unpublished’’ research material is increas- 
ingly difficult (8). 

At the same time as the volume and variety of 
specialist literature is increasing, so is the demand 
for its more intensive exploitation by librarians 
and documentalists. Specialists are asking for 
more complete coverage of the world’s literature, 
for more detailed indexing, for quicker access to 
documents, for the provision of more “separates” 
(offprints or photocopies) for their own files, for 
better translation services, and so on. 

The demand for documentation is also growing 
in volume and variety as well as intensity. The 
world is undergoing a major cultural transforma- 
tion. Atomic energy, automation, and applied 
chemistry and biology are in the process of revo- 
lutionizing our factories and our farms. The 
technical level of labour is rising. Great social 
problems are being created. An ever larger army 
of qualified specialists and technically and 
socially literate workers is being developed. The 
need for specialist books in every subject and at 
every level, and for documentation services to 
provide them, is correspondingly increasing. 

The resources—intellectual and material— 
which the world can spare to handle this growing 
demand for documentation are limited. We are 
therefore faced with the urgent problem of 





42 THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 


husbanding these resources—of rationalizing 
documentation so that specialists may be served 
as efficiently and as economically as possible. It is 
this which has imperatively pointed to the 
necessity for research. 

Three main areas of research are evident. First, 
we must ascertain what documents and services 
each kind of specialist needs. Since we may not be 
able to supply all he wants, we must find out 
which documents and which services are most 
important, so as to work out a system of priori- 
ties. Second, there will be various ways by which 
a given type of document (say, separates) or a 
given service (say, inter-library loan) can be pro- 
vided. We must test the efficiency and economy 
of each. Third, we must try to develop a clear 
picture of the whole pattern of documents and 
services, so that we may move towards an inte- 
grated system of documentation—that ideal of 
“world bibliographical organization’’ which we 
may never attain but hope asymptotically to 
approach. 

Subjects for research. The variety and com- 
plexity of specialist literature and the documenta- 
tion services associated with it create a great 
number of research problems. Only a _ few 
examples can be mentioned here, and they will be 
drawn mainly from the scientific field. 

The need for efficiency and economy is felt first 
in the individual library, whose budget must be 
used to maximum effect. What periodicals, for 
example, can most usefully be purchased in a 
given field? How far back should sets be ac- 
quired? What back issues should be discarded ? 
When is it more economic to buy rather than to 
borrow? To answer such questions statistical 
studies of the use of periodicals by readers are 
needed. Various sources of use data have been 
utilized—treferences in journals, library loan 
records, references in comprehensive biblio- 
graphies. Many studies have been made over the 
last thirty years (9), but there is still need both for 
more studies and for improvement of the tech- 
niques used. 

A rational discard policy must be based on an 
objective study of the rate of obsolescence of 
books and periodicals, a subject on which but 
little statistical work has been done (9a). 

Apart from the general, statistical evaluation 
of periodicals, much could be done to give a more 
detailed evaluation of titles in speciai fields—to 
provide, so to speak, an annotated periodicals 
directory. 

A great many bibliographies of all kinds are 
constantly coming to the attention of librarians, 
and much effort is expended in compiling them 
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and money spent in acquiring them. Is all this 
effort useful ? Could it be better directed ? Further 
study is needed to lay down the characteristics 
and standards which bibliographies should have, 
varying with the purposes served and the intended 
readers (10). Studies of other types of publication 
such as reviews are also needed. 

Much work has already been done on the 
evaluation and comparison of abstracting and 
indexing services (4, 11), but we still find calls for 
further research. Thus Coblans (12) proposes a 
survey of the extent to which the major services 
include (a) articles in annual reviews, and (4) 
technical research reports. The preliminary 
papers for the 1958 International Conference on 
Scientific Information ask for study of measures 
to determine the adequacy of abstracting and 
indexing services. The provision of different 
types of abstract for different types of reader also 
deserves attention (13). 

These studies of individual forms of literature 
—periodicals, monographs, reviews, abstracts, 
bibliographies and so on—need to be supple- 
mented by studies of the distribution of interest 
among the different forms. What types of litera- 
ture are most frequently consulted by various 
users? How, where, and under what circum- 
stances are they consulted? Research into the use 
of literature by specialists can guide the whole 
pattern of documentation, showing both the most 
useful types of document to acquire and the most 
helpful ways of feeding them to users (2, 3, 14). 

The problem of retrieving information from 
large volumes of material is attracting a great deal 
of study at the present time (4a, 14a). Research is 
needed on the size of and “conceptual scatter’’ in 
vocabularies in different fields (15). There is no 
single agreed technique of subject analysis, and 
the various new methods proposed need evalua- 
tion. Tests as to the efficiency of retrieval systems 
are needed. In particular, economic appraisals of 
the possibilities of machine searching systems are 
necessary (5, 6, 12, 16). 

As a last example of a research problem there 
is the study of the kind and degree of subject 
knowledge needed by the librarian who must 
provide an intensive reference and documentation 
service (17). 

Research in progress. It is not easy to obtain a 
picture of adies on documentation prob- 
lems now 4g on throughout the world. No 
doubt many librarians carry out surveys of one 
kind or other to solve their own practical prob- 
lems, and do not publish their findings. Theses 
prepared by library students may not be widely 
publicized. However, there are signs that docu- 
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mentation research is becoming more organized 

-both in the sense that some of it is now being 
carried out by full-time workers, and in the sense 
that an attempt is being made to coordinate and 
direct it more coherently. Some of these develop- 
ments can be reported here. 

The National Science Foundation register of 
current research (7) lists over sixty projects, and 
all but four of these are being carried out by full- 
time workers financed by institutions (industrial 
firms, universities, government departments, 
academic societies, or documentation consul- 
tants), sometimes aided by the Foundation itself. 
Four main fields of work are covered: (a) studies 
of methods and systems for the analysis, ordered 
arrangement and encoding of subject matter; 
(b) research into and development of devices— 
manual, mechanical or electronic—for storing 
and recalling information; (c) study of the infor- 
mation needs of scientists; and (d) research into 
mechanical translation. 

In field (a), for example, Dr. Bernier of 
Chemical abstracts, is developing techniques for 
converting manipulative indexes, such as those 
using punched cards, into non-manipulative 
indexes in book or catalogue card form (18), and 
Miss T. M. Williams, working independently, is 
studying linguistic aspects of indexing and index- 
searching. Extensive research into subject analysis 
is being carried on by Dr. Perry at Western Re- 
serve University (19) and by the U.S. Patent 
Office (20). 

There is a good deal of industrial development 
work in field (6)—machines for retrieval. Much 
of it is by the makers of such machines, but some 
is by potential users—e.g., the study of com- 
mercial data-processing machines for information 
storage and retrieval, by A. Opler of the Dow 
Chemical Company (21). 

In field (c), the information needs of specialists, 
much interesting research is projected. Dr. 
Ackoff of the Case Institute of Technology, an 
authority on operations research, is making a 
study of the existing communication system in 
science. The consultants, S. Herner and R. S. 
Meyer, are surveying the use of technical informa- 
tion in small and medium-sized firms in the 
U.S.A. and in seven European countries (22). 
The Committee on Primary Records of the 
National Academy of Sciences is studying the 
need for preserving primary records in anthropo- 
logy and psychology. Dr. Shaw, of Rutgers 
University, is surveying library service to identify 
areas that can be improved through research. At 
Western Reserve University a survey is under way 
to determine how industrial and governmental 
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organizations obtain access to recorded informa- 
tion to support their policy decisions. 

The amount of organized research being carried 
out in the United Kingdom is far less impressive. 
Quite a number of projects have been reported 
from the Royal Aircraft Establishment. The 
D.S.I.R. has undertaken a number of useful 
investigations (23). Miss B. Kyle is studying the 
documentation and classification of the social 
sciences (15). Aslib is undertaking an investiga- 
tion into the efficiency of various indexing 
systems in the field of aeronautics. For a number 
of years now, the Classification Research Group 
has been meeting regularly in London (6, 24). At 
the Low Temperature Research Station in Cam- 
bridge, Mr. P. R. P. Claridge is studying the 
problems of a large information file. 

It is possible, however, that the volume of 
documentation research—both sponsored and 
spare-time—may increase. Aslib, in March 1957, 
set up a Research Committee, which is surveying 
aspects of information work in which research 
might be profitable. The Library Association has 
long had its Research Committee, and recently 
the Reference and Special Libraries Section set 
up a Research Sub-committee, which is also 
engaged in taking stock of the field. 

Methods of research. Research in documenta- 
tion takes many forms. Its simplest yet most 
essential form is the occurrence of a new idea in 
the mind of a librarian and the application of this 
idea to whatever material comes to hand. Much 
publishable research is of this personal kind: the 
analysis of a library procedure, the evaluation of 
reference books or periodicals, the formulation of 
a technique of subject analysis, and so on. Such 
analytical and evaluative enquiry is open to any- 
one who has the necessary inclination, time, ex- 
perience and imagination. One form of individual 
research which should not be overlooked is the 
historical survey which, by revealing how things 
came to be, often suggests the direction in which 
they should be altered (25). 

Somewhat more demanding in its materials is 
the statistical study of existing records—loan 
records, journal references, and the like. In such 
research, not only must the records be available— 
previously assembled for some other purposes 
—but some degree of ability in statistics is 
needed. 

Many documentation questions, however, can- 
not be answered from existing records. Data must 
be collected before an analysis can be made—by 
questionnaires, interviews, the use of diaries, and 
so on. Such research requires the co-operation of 
many people and is accordingly slower and per- 
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haps more costly. It almost inevitably needs 
institutional backing. 

The most expensive type of research, which can 
only be carried out by an institution of some kind, 
is the experimental study to test the efficiency and 
cost of various alternative procedures or devices. 

In all types of research, careful preliminary 
analysis is necessary in order to establish criteria 
—e.g., what characteristics are we to look for in 
reference books, what aspects of loan records are 
significant for action, what data are we to collect, 
what features of a procedure are we to test? Much 
evaluative, analytical or experimental work is less 
useful than it might be because the criteria 
adopted are not sufficiently acute. 

A well-balanced research programme in docu- 
mentation will need to develop all types of 
research. It is clear that librarians and documen- 
talists in this country have a long way to go 
before that position is reached. Both organization 
and funds have to be built up. 

Meanwhile, we must do what we can to develop 
the “research tradition’ in librarianship—i.e., 
creating conditions in which research will get 
done. The birth of research is essentially indi- 
vidual—new ideas are born in a single mind—but 
collective research has a three-fold value: (a) 
individuals stimulate each other to think and 
work, (5) onesidedness is overcome, profitless lines 
of work are more quickly abandoned, a more 
synoptic view is developed, and (c) division of 
labour becomes possible. 

Even if at the present stage of development in 
Britain we can rarely hope for organized, finan- 
cially-supported research teams, we can do some- 
thing to foster collective work. Discussion groups 
of enthusiasts in various fields would be a stimu- 
lus to research. There is here a wide sphere of 
action for librarians everywhere (26). 
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Read for Hanover 


By Dr. Ro_F Kiutn, City Librarian of Hanover 


N his book The chance to read, Mr. McColvin 

says of Hanover (p. 132): “*. .. there was a good 
open access children’s library but the Branch I 
saw was closed, and the Central Library provided 
an extreme example of the frustration too often 
inflicted upon readers.” 

As the situation has changed fundamentally 
since his visit, it is permissible, perhaps, to give a 
brief survey of the present state of things in 
Hanover’s libraries, and to outline the plans 
which will be brought to fruition in the near 
future. A short sketch of the historical, social and 
cultural background will probably be of help 
in understanding both past and more recent 
developments. 

Until 1866 Hanover was a royal capital, similar 
to the many capitals of small German states but 
without particular distinction, such as Munich or 
Dresden possessed. After annexation by Prussia 
it became a rather insignificant provincial capital 
whose cultural atmosphere was influenced by 
civil servants and officers, particularly retired 
officers. In the course of time a certain amount of 
industry developed, but social change took place 
only very slowly, owing to the conservative 
nature of the population. Even 1918 brought no 
substantial change in the pace of development. It 
remained for the period after World War ILI to 
produce a new Hanover. The severe war damage 
suffered by Hanover required of both the local 
administration and the townsfolk new courses of 
action, and the opportunities offered by the des- 
truction of the old Hanover, with all its limiting 
factors, were exploited in the best sense. New 
industries and commercial undertakings were 
begun, and Hanover achieved both national and 
international importance through its Trade Fair. 
In addition to this, the structure of the population 
was decisively altered by the influx from the 
eastern regions of Germany. 


In many respects the history of the City Library 
(Stadtbibliothek) reflects this general develop- 
ment. Founded in 1440, it led a rather unim- 
portant existence, without its own building, until 
the 1920s. It is noteworthy, however, that in the 
early 1920s the Popular Libraries (Volks- 
biichereien), which had been run up till then by a 
private social service organization, were amalga- 
mated with the City Library. Through this 
development the library became associated with 
the progressive tendencies of the German 
People’s Education Movement, which gave it a 
certain stimulus, even if external circumstances, 
particularly after 1933, did not permit great 
expansion. In 1931, the library got its own build- 
ing and with it the structure of a “Unified 
Library” (Einheitsbiicherei), which brought to- 
gether the different elements of the scholarly 
library and popular libraries, normally in Ger- 
many kept strictly apart. 

The new building of 1931 was built according 
to principles which were at that time, in Germany, 
very modern. It was a tall building of ten storeys 
on the very narrow base of 240 square metres 
(2,583 -4 sq. ft.). The library was operated like a 
tower and was even called the ““book tower’’. The 
stacks (Magazin), five storeys high, with shelving 
space for 200,000 volumes, were the dominating 
feature from the architectural and also the library 
point of view. The floor area available to the pub- 
lic was only 350 square metres (3,767-4 sq. ft.) 
but these rooms were well connected with the 
stacks, by lifts and other means of intercom- 
munication, so that readers’ requirements could 
be satisfied with very little delay. The stock of the 
library was 180,000 books, of which about 
100,000 were destroyed in the war. 

When, after World War II, the change-over to 
open access (Freihandsystem) began in German 
libraries, it was decided in Hanover, where the 








46 THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 


city administration displayed a go-ahead initia- 
tive in all fields, to accept this radical innovation. 
In his last year of active service Dr. Busch, the 
then Director of the Library, was responsible for 
introducing these alterations to the City Library. 

Unfortunately, the nature of the site would per- 
mit the area of the ground floor to be no more 
than doubled. The extension of the building 
could not therefore be taken outwards as far as 
was really necessary, but had to be taken five 
storeys upwards. Nevertheless, it was possible 
to provide an additional floor area of 1,200 
square metres (12,916-8 sq. ft.) for the public 
and also to make room for 50,000 volumes on 
open shelves. In the first and second storeys, all 
dividing walls were avoided and an impression 
of breadth and space was achieved. 

As the reader enters the building, he finds on his 
right the general reference department ( Auskunfts- 
abteilung) with reference books, bibliographies, 
directories, and so on. The main catalogue (der 
allgemeine Katalog) is located here, together with 
a subject index (Sch/lagwortindex) which indicates 
in which departments and classes (Fdchern) 
material on particular-subjects, people, countries, 
places, etc., is to be found. General periodicals 
and magazines (Allgemeine Zeitschriften) news- 
papers, pamphlets, and press cuttings (Zeitungs- 
ausschnitten) complete the array of information 
material which is being constantly increased. 

On his left the reader finds the registration desk 
(Leseranmeldung), the returned book counter 
(Buchriickgabe) and the charging desk (Aus/eiver- 
buchung). This room, through which all readers 
must pass on their way to the open shelves, 
(Freihandabteilungen), is also used on certain 
occasions for exhibitions and book displays to 
illustrate lectures, local events, and current 
affairs. 

On the first floor three departments are accom- 
modated: pure and applied science (Natur- 
wissenschaften), social sciences (Sozialwissen- 
schaften), and humanities (Geisteswissenschaften) : 
on the second are the fine arts, literature, theatre, 
art and music. The music department has gramo- 
phone records in addition to books and scores, 
but these are not loaned out; they can be heard in 
**Phonosesseln’’—a completely new arrangement 
in German libraries. These are small winged arm- 
chairs with a loudspeaker in both of the wings 
fitted on a level with the listener’s head. 

In each department chairs and tables are set 
out by the windows for people wishing to read or 
study. Apart from books which can be borrowed, 
each department has its own small reference 
collection (Handbibliothek), a special classified 
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catalogue (Fachkatalog), and other aids. The 
specialist periodicals are set out in the appro- 
priate department and each department is staffed 
by a team of specialist librarians who are avail- 
able to help readers. 

The third floor contains a general reading room 
(ein allgemeiner Lesesaal) for continuous study. It is 
connected with a room devoted to local history 
(Heimatforschung) containing a reference collec- 
tion of 1,700 volumes. The reading room is built 
for multiple purpose; it has folding tables and 
chairs to enable the room to be transformed 
quickly into a lecture room ( Vortragsaal). 

The rest of the third and the whole of the fourth 
floors are given over to administration depart- 
ments, book selection and ordering (Erwerbung), 
cataloguing (Katalogisierung) and bookbinding 
(Bucheinband). 

In the five floors of stock there are at the 
moment 120,000 volumes and on the open shelves 
a further 40,000, so that the library has at the 
moment 160,000 books. The annual additions to 
stock amount to about 8,000 volumes, of which 
roughly only 5,000 are destined for the open 
shelves. The rest are accessions obtained as gifts 
or by exchange: their value varies a good deal. 
The library takes 823 current periodicals 
(laufende Zeitschriften), of which 278 are on dis- 
play, and 10 daily newspapers. 

Thanks to the rebuilding and the change-over 
to open access, the use of the library has con- 
siderably increased. In the first six months after 
the reopening of the library on 22nd October, 
1956, 77,651 volumes were loaned—a clear 66 per 
cent more than the corresponding period of the 
previous year. The places reserved for study were 
used by 25,044 people, whilst during the same 
period last year, 7,139 users of the reading room 
were recorded. 

The new arrangement of Hanover’s City 
Library was modelled in many respects on the 
American Memorial Library in Berlin. However, 
even if one takes into account the influence of 
publicity and its consequences, it must be ad- 
mitted that the striking expansion of use which 
the Berlin library has achieved has not been 
equalled by Hanover’s City Library. This may be 
in part due to the different character of the towns- 
folk; but the main reason seems to be, however, 
that the existing library building did not permit a 
comprehensive development on modern lines. We 
have tried to make the best of it within existing 
limitations, but one task remains—to work 
always towards expanding the use the library gets 
through increased publicity and improvement of 
the bookstock. One favourable sign is that about 
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80 per cent of the pupils of Hanover’s senior high 
schools (Oberschulen) are readers. 

As already mentioned, the “*Popular Libraries”’ 
of the city have been attached to the City Library, 
but this connection has remained somewhat in- 
complete. At present we are working on the 
organization of a real public library system with 
the City Library as the central library (Zentral- 
bibliothek), and the popular libraries as branches 
(Zweigstellen), by means of centralization of 
technical processes and co-ordination of book 
purchasing policy. The “‘overdue’’ system, based 
on the use of punched cards in the charging pro- 
cess, is to be centralized as soon as basic provis- 
ion has been made. 

At the moment, the City Library has four 
branches in the main parts of the city: north, 
south, east and west (Quartierbiichereien). They 
possess about 15,000 books each, of which 4,000 
are for children. It is intended to build branches 
for five or six outlying districts which have 
grown into integral parts of the city. One of 
these branches is already under construction 
and will be finished in the autumn of this 
year, whilst the foundations for the second have 
already begun, and we hope to be able to open 
the library next spring. A temporary home is 
being prepared for the third. The fourth is being 
planned. In addition, eight outlying districts are 
being served by a mobile library (Fahrbiicherei). 

Apart from the branches with adult, youth, and 
children’s departments, the City Library has two 
special libraries for young people and children 
with 4,000 volumes each. A youth library in 
the central school for vocational training is 
planned. 

Of the four existing branches, three (one in 
1955 and two in 1956) have been given new 
spacious accommodation and the opportunity 
has been taken to change over from closed access 
(Thekenbiicherei) to open shelves, but in the 
fourth this has only been possible in the children’s 
library. The two separate children’s libraries at 
the City Library have open-access systems. This 
change-over made possible a great increase in 
issues; in one case, about 175 per cent. 

Altogether, in spite of many months during 
which various parts of the system were closed for 
rebuilding and conversion, the City Library, to- 
gether with all its branches and the mobile 
library, loaned 656,665 volumes during the 
financial year from Ist April, 1956, to 3ist 
March, 1957. This figure for the first time ex- 
ceeded the population of Hanover, 535,000. In 
the present financial year we hope to reach 
1,000,000 issues. 
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About 1,000,000 DM. (£85,020) is spent an- 
nually by the City on its libraries, and of this 
about 200,000 DM. (£17,004) constitutes the 
book funa. 

Unfortunately, it has not yet been possible to 
introduce the facility of lending books without 
fee, but it is to be hoped that this restriction will 
disappear in the foreseeable future. 

On the whole, therefore, we can perhaps claim 
that in spite of many difficulties the road leads 
upwards. The gloomy picture of Hanover’s 
libraries painted by Mr. McColvin has brightened. 
Dr. Jansen, President of the Association of 
German Librarians, confirmed that Hanover ‘‘at 
one stroke had moved into the ranks of the lead- 
ing German city libraries”’. 

(Translation by Ronald W. Burton and Robert 
F. Ashby, Surrey County Library.) 


G.L.D. REVISION SCHOOL 


The Greater London Division of the A.A.L., in 
conjunction with the North-Western Polytechnic 
School of Librarianship, is arranging a 4-day 
non-residential school for Registration Group B 
students, to take place at Chaucer House from 
Saturday, 12th, to Tuesday, 15th April, 1958. 

The cost to students will be £1, and those 
working in public libraries are reminded that 
much of this fee may be recovered from local 
authorities under Post-Entry Training Schemes. 

Further information and application forms, 
which should be returned by Saturday, 15th 
March, are obtainable from the Hon. Education 
Secretary of the G.L.D., Mr. R. F. Atkins, 
A.L.A., North Chingford Branch Library, The 
Green, London, E.4, or from Mr. P. H. Sewell, 
F.L.A., Head of the Department of Librarian- 
ship, North-Western Polytechnic, Prince of 
Wales Road, London, N.W.5. Please enclose 
stamped (2d.) and addressed envelope. 


Anglo-German Conference 


A study tour for 20 German public librarians is being 
arranged by the Library Association and Anglo-German 
Educatior‘al Relations (G.E.R.) from 9th to 22nd March 
1958. During this, a one-day Conference will take place 
at Chaucer House on Friday, 14th March, with papers 
from both German and British librarians on the following 
subjects: (i) National and local financial aspects of public 
library administration in Great Britain and Germany, 
(ii) Training for librarianship as a profession in Great 
Britain and Germany. 

Members interested in attending this Conference 
should apply to the Secretary of the L.A. as soon as 
possible, as numbers will be limited. 
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The Library Association 


Summer Examinations, 1958 


1. Entry Forms. Entry forms for the Summer 
examinations are now available upon application 
to the Secretary. Supplies of forms to meet the 
summer requirements will be sent to librarians 
and staff representatives upon application: a 
stamped addressed envelope should be enclosed. 
Care should be taken to specify the number 
required for each examination, i.e., First Profes- 
sional, Registration and Final. 


2. Certificates. Candidates entering for the 
first time are reminded that they must comply 
with and should read the regulations set out in the 
syllabus printed in the Students’ handbook and the 
Year book. They must be Members of the Asso- 
ciation and must have obtained a General Certifi- 
cate of Education which conforms with the 
Council’s requirements. Graduates seeking 
exemption from the First Professional Examina- 
tion are required to submit evidence of gradua- 
tion. 


3. Envelopes. Two stamped addressed enve- 
lopes (post-card size) must be forwarded with the 
entry form for the despatch of the candidate's 
entry ticket and result card (Regulation 8). Fail- 
ure to comply with this Regulation will delay both 
entry ticket and notification of result. 


4. Remittances. All remittances should be in 
the form of cheques, money orders or postal 
orders, made payable to the Library Association 
and crossed. Loose cash should not be sent. 
Graduates claiming exemption from the First 
Professional Examination are required to remit 
an exemption fee of £1 Is. in addition to the 
Registration Examination fee specified on the 
entry form. Envelopes containing entries should 
be endorsed “‘Examuinations”’. 


5. Closing date. The closing date for applications 
to sit the Summer examinations is 31st March, 
after which no applications can be considered. 


6. Group A (iii), Practical Classification and 
Cataloguing. Before sending in applications to sit 
this part, candidates should make sure that they 
have access to the permitted works as set out in 
the syllabus, since no copies of these works will be 
provided in the examination room. The 15th 
edition of the Dewey Decimal Classification is 
NOT permitted. 


7. Group D (vii) (a). Candidates for this part 
must state on their forms whether they wish to 
take period (i) or period (ii). (See syllabus.) 


8. Dates of examination. 


Wednesday, 18th June (all day). First Professional. 

Tuesday, 24th June (all day). Final, Part 1. 

Wednesday, 25th June (afternoon only). Registration 
Ati). 

Thursday, 26th June (all day). 
and (iii). 

Friday, 27th June (ali day). Final, Part 2. 

Monday, 30th June (all day). Kegistration B. 

Tuesday, Ist July (all day). Final, Part 3. 

Wednesday, 2nd July (all day). Registration C and D 
and Specialist Certificate (e). 

Thursday, 3rd July (all day). Final, Part 4. 


Registration A (ii) 


9. Centres for the examinations will be provided 
at: 


Birmingham Liverpool 
+t Bolton London 
Bournemouth tLuton 
tBrighton Manchester 
Bristol Middlesbrough 
Carlisle Newcastle upon Tyne 
+Chatham Norwich 
+Chelmsford Nottingham 
+Coventry +Oxford 
Exeter *Peterborough 
Gloucester Plymouth 
Hull Portsmouth 
Ipswich +Preston 
Isle of Wight Sheffield 
Leeds *Shrewsbury 
Leicester Southampton 
* Lincoln York 
WALES SCOTLAND IRELAND 
Aberystwyth Aberdeen Belfast 
Cardiff Edinburgh Dublin 
Colwyn Bay Glasgow 
Swansea Perth 


* Indicates First Professional Examination only. 


+ Indicates First Professional and _ Registration 
Examinations only. 


t No centre at Bolton for Reg. B on June 30th. 


Some changes have occurred in the addresses 
of examination centres, and candidates are 
advised to look carefully at their entry tickets to 
ensure attendance at the correct address. 


10. A candidate to whom English is a foreign 
language should indicate this by a note on his 
application form, stating his mother-tongue and 
country of origin. 








Essays Accepted 


The following are the titles of essays submitted 
and accepted from Ist January to 31st December, 
1957. These essays are available for consultation 
by research students in the Library and Informa- 
tion Bureau at Chaucer House. 


An outline of children’s library development in Queens- 
land—by Mrs. A. M. West. 

The printed word in Colne—by W. M. Spencer. 

The continuity of the library tradition in an English pro- 
vincial town—by N. G. Wiltshire. 

The history of paper mills in Hertfordshire—by E. T. 
Finerty. 

English translations of Homer: a selective study—by 
Mrs. B. K. Steiner. 

The Petyt Library, Skipton—by P. S. Baldwin. 

The individual in society: his standards of personal con- 
duct reflected in six novels written between the 
beginning of the nineteenth century and the present 
day—by Miss W. D. Martin. 

The schoolmaster of Dunfermline: a study of the poems 


and fables of Robert Henryson, Medieval Scottish . 


Makar—by N. Willox. 
A history of the origin and development of travelling 
libraries in Great Britain—by J. A. Pritchard. 
County library development—by D. Petty. 


Examination Papers 


We now have available, for purchase, a limited 
number of past examination papers made up into 
5-year sets, covering the years 1952-56. 

The sets cover the various parts of the Regis- 
tration Examination, as shown below, and they 
are available at Is. 6d. per set, plus postage, each 
set consisting of about 10 papers. 

Sets of Final papers will probably be made up 
later, if requested. 

Registration: A(i); A(ii); A(iii): Bliv); By); 
C(vi); D(viia); Dévii(b); D(vii(c). 

Individual copies of recent Examination 
Papers are also available, price 2d. each, with a 
minimum charge of Is. 


A.A.L. Correspondence Courses 


Revision Courses, March-June 1958 


A limited number of Registration and Fina/ courses will 
be available for the session March-June. These short 
period courses are reserved exclusively for those students 
who have already sat the examination in the subjects 
required. 

The closing date for application is 20th February: it 
must be emphasized that after this date no application 
will be considered. Overs as students are ineligible. 


Full Length Courses. Application for F.P.E., Registra- 
tion, and Final courses beginning spring 1958 must be 
completed and returned by 28th February. Full particulars 
of the courses offered are given in the current edition of 
the Students’ handbook (L.A., 5s., post 6d.). 


Forms, Fees and Enquiries. Applications for forms must 
be accompanied by stamped addressed envelopes and 
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should be sent to the A.A.L. Hon. Education and Sales 
Officer, Mr. J. S. Davey, F.L.A., 49 Halstead Gardens, 
Winchmore Hiil, London, N.21. The fee for each course 
is £3 10s., plus 10s. for students outside Europe. 


Scottish Summer School 


This year’s Summer School of Librarianship, 
organized by the Scottish Library Association, 
will be held once again in Newbattle Abbey 
College from 28th June to 4th July. The School is 
designed to assist students preparing for the 
examinations of the Library Association, and 
also as a refresher course of combined profes- 
sional, social and recreational value for more 
experienced librarians. The time-table provides 
for a reasonable amount of free time which may 
be used for informal discussion, in visiting 
important libraries, or in any other way desired. 

Newbattle Abbey, with its 125 acres of gar- 
dens, woodlands, and parks, is beautifully 
situated in the valley of the Esk, seven miles from 
Edinburgh, and is an ideal venue for a summer 
school. 

The cost of the course for the week, including 
board and residence, gratuities and lecture fees, 
is £6 10s. Day charges are 17s. 6d. for board and 
5s. for lecture fees. Particulars and syllabus will 
be sent on application to Mr, J. W. Cockburn, 
F.L.A., Central Library, George IV _ Bridge, 
Edinburgh |. 

The following programme has been arranged: 


Books with a smile, by Melville Dinwiddie, C.B.E., 
D.S.O., M.C. 

The making of a librarian, by Professor Raymond Irwin, 
M.A., F.L.A. 

Slightly off-centre: a view of public libraries to-day, by 
F. G. B. Hutchings, F.L.A. 

Study project—book selection, by the Staff of the Edin- 
burgh Public Libraries. 

Library extension activities, by P. J. W. Brand, M.A., 


The evolution of a college library: an experiment in 
theory and practice, by W. E. Tyler, F.L.A. 
Library planning, by J. Arnot. 
Problems of a small library authority, by N. R. Mc- 
Corkindale, A.L.A. 
Photocharging, by A. 
demonstration. 

Standards of county branch provision, by J. Brindle, 
B.Sc., F.L.A. 

Book display, by R. S. Walker, A.L.A., with practical 
demonstration. 

Bookselling, by W. H. Bauermeister. 


Dow, F.L.A., with practical 


In addition, visits have been arranged to the 
National Library of Scotland, the Scottish Central 
Library, the Edinburgh Public Libraries, Messrs. 
John Bartholomew, Cartographers, and to 
Messrs. W. & A. K. Johnston, Geographical 
printers. 
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Municipal Library Notes 
Annual Reports 


The report of the Borough Librarian of Sr. 
PANCRAS, The arts in St. Pancras 1956-57, has 
given me a great deal of pleasure. Let me deal 
with first things first, and say that as a piece of 
book production it shines out brightly. Credits 
are recorded—to the libraries for design, the 
Town Hall Multilith section for printing, and 
H. R. Andley for the cover. Who actually put it 
together, watched such details as the perfect 
match of cover paper and spine binding tape, laid 
out the pages and folded-in the statistical tables 
deserves singling out from anonymous “‘librar- 
ies’’, for all is beautifully done, and loving care 
such as this is rare. Now to the contents which are 
to some extent an historical survey of 50 years’ 
service, used not for its own sake but to point 
real and serious morals, for the Mayoral hopes of 
1906 have not yet been realized, new central and 
branches being still no more than a dream. 
Against this background of ill-adapted library 
buildings, a service of both books and associated 
arts is offered with enthusiasm. Sad and serious 
morals are to be drawn here, too. Only 19-5 per 
cent of the population of 133,000 are registered, 
and only £11,000 is available for books. Borrow- 
ings are at the rate of only 8 per head. The out- 
standing vigorous arts programme is run at what 
seems to be a very cheap rate, £3,586 for the lot. 
But how frustrating it must be to work there, 
knowing how all is hamstrung for lack of a single 
decent, made-to-measure building. Books can’t 
ever come first in such a set up. 

It is not often that library systems become 
associated with the names of staff members, but it 
is so at HENDON, where the children’s librarian, 
Miss E. H. Colweil, has an international reputa- 
tion as a story teller, and where Miss Pyman had 
built up a more than local reputation for her work 
on local history. Both ladies are given credit in 
this year’s report, tragically, so far as Miss 
Pyman is concerned. Her untimely death leaves a 
great gap in local knowledge. 

The main concern at HOLBORN has been with 
the progress of their new central library. At a 
time when new library buildings are wanted as 
never before, and the chance of getting them has 
rarely been so remote, it is cheering to read that 
approval for borrowing has been secured and to 
know that a big central building is coming into 
being. An interesting staff interchange scheme is 
being operated and during the year three were 
negotiated with Derby County, and two each 
with Birmingham and Nottingham. The period of 
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exchange is for one month, and the offer is 
limited to staff with more than a year’s service 
and below APT III. 

At HAMPSTEAD, space in the report has to be 
devoted to flogging away at the arguments for a 
new central building, and they are backed by a 
record of “the most successful year in the history 
of your libraries . . . more people are making 
more use of the services provided’’. Photocharg- 
ing, having been tried out at West Hampstead, 
was installed at the central in December 1956, 
and no reservations are made about its success in 
reducing staff chores and public queues. 

In a year which confesses to no outstanding 
development, WILLESDEN also decided to go over 
to photocharging at the central library. 

When writing of Holborn’s report, I had not 
got as far as ACTon’s, from which I discover more 
encouraging news about buildings. Here Minis- 
terial permission to go on “with the long-awaited 
second stage extension to the central library” was 
unexpectedly received, and work on it is in pro- 
gress. There is a timely comment on the growing 
habit of publishers to issue reprints in paper 
covers, to the distress of librarians. 

From Hornsey comes a thoroughly bookish 
report. The survey of books in demand is by vir- 
tue of its range a survey of books of the year, and 
there is evidence of a liberal attitude to readers’ 
demands. You don’t have to wait long at Hornsey. 
There was over £11,000 to buy books for their 
32,000 registered readers, and they must have 
borrowed over 30 books each during the year. 
The staff is recorded in full, and a surprising 
feature is to find as many as nine part-timers 
listed. Such is the staff situation in London! A 
gramophone record library was opened in 
October 1956 and all goes to pattern. 

Many of the suburban London libraries are 
coming of age or having silver jubilees about now 
—echoes of those years of so-called speculative 
building (in what the speculation lay is mysteri- 
ous, since all the world apparently wanted to live 
like this). COULSDON and Pur ey libraries began * 
twenty-one years ago and the current report gives 
a backward look, which comments on changed 
reading tastes as well as on increased usage. 

There is a very nice compliment paid by the 
newly-appointed librarian of SOUTHALL to his 
predecessor, Mr. J. E. Percival, in the opening of 
the current report. It is followed by a record of 
developments during the year. They include the 
supply of newspapers to shelters in three of the 
parks and the introduction of token charging for 
fiction loans. 

Reports from two north country libraries, 








ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE and WIDNES, open up with 
comments on the relation or otherwise of tele- 
vision to literature—the former quotes a grand 
broadside from the Manchester Guardian about 
the gulf that yawns and the latter has been 
doing a television survey—how many sets there 
are, how much the outlay on licences is and how 
much is spent on newspapers and periodicals. It 
adds up to £89,000 and, against this, the total cost 
of libraries is £15,500. I think that, in fact, a point 
is missed. The question might well have been put 
—do you think seriously that £15,000 is a good 
enough fighting fund to combat the perils we 
believe the other entertainment media can bring 
against literature and reading? 

RRADFORD is consolidating. The back of the 
tith > .ge of its report is needed to set out all the 
many service points involved, and the opening 
paragraphs refer to the Council’s having approved 
a report which recommends the grouping of 
many small libraries into five districts . . . and 
that the excessive number of small part-time 
libraries be reduced and replaced by fewer larger 
whole-time libraries. A three-year plan was 
approved in which the changes are to be accom- 
plished. The first of these three years is being 
reported on and the reports of the newly-estab- 
lished district librarians is included. 

BRIDLINGTON’S report has a usefu! summary of 
the Smaller Libraries Group's opposition to 
rationalization. 

Two significant events are picked out for com- 
ment by WoRTHING—the opening of the Goring 
Branch, and the introduction of token charging 
at the central library after a successful try out at 
the Durrington Branch. 


Moss Bank Branch, St. Helens 


Mr. Caistor has contributed the following note 
on his new branch library at St. Helens: 


St. Helens, with a population of 110,000, has been pro- 
vided with more branch libraries than usual in a town of 
its size, and a further addition this year showed con- 

. tinuity of policy. The system consists of a Central 
Library in The Gamble Institute (1896), three Carnegie 
buildings at Eccleston (1905), Sutton (1905) and Thatto 
Heath (1915), and two Corporation buildings at Parr 
(1894) and Sutton Manor (1949), the last being a pre- 
fabricated structure for a part-time service. In September 
1957 another Corporation building—the Moss Bank 
Branch Library—was added to these service points. 

Moss Bank is a post-war housing estate of some 1,500 
houses, part of which was added to the County Borough 
by Extension Order in April 1954; and the estimated 
population served is about 10,000. On the north side of 
the East Lancashire Road, this estate is largely self- 
contained and is lacking in social amenities. ; 

The new building—a permanent one—is a flat-roofed, 
single storey structure of rustic brickwork and large 
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window areas on the southern side. The plan, based on 
experience at Sutton Manor, was to provide a large 
single room with added offices, and was drawn up by the 
architectural! staff of the Borough Engineer in co- 
operation with the Chief Librarian. The floor is 72 ft. by 
30 ft. with a large interior vestibule in rustic brickwork, 
all with a 12 ft. ceiling; and the Librarian's Office, Mess 
Room, Lavatory, etc., are in an annexe 24 ft. by 12 ft. 
The heating is by gas-fired low pressure water, with large 
convectors and floor-heating instead of radiators. The 
flooring is in thermoplastic tiles, and the main lighting by 
eight-foot fluorescent tubes. 

Wall shelving for 4,000 adult and 2,000 juvenile books, 
two mobile display bookcases, four tables and twenty 
chairs, a periodicals display rack, a book trolley and a 
turn-table staff enclosure, all in light oak, were purchased 
from Messrs. Libraco. 

The facilities provided are home-reading stocks for 
adults and children, a selection of papers and magazines 
for a newsroom service and a small collection of quick 
reference works. The hours of business are weekdays 
9.30 to 1 and 2.30 to 7, except on Thursday (halfday 
closing). 

The building was opened officially, under the Chairman- 
ship of Councillor Mrs. J. Donald, on 24th September, 
1957 by the Mayor of St. Helens (Councillor J. J. 
Henebery, J.P.), who is also Deputy Chairman of the 
St. Helens Libraries and Museum Committee. Guests 
included Mr. H. H. Edwards, formerly Chief Librarian of 
St. Helens, Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Lamb, late of Sheffield, 
Mr. K. Povey of Liverpool University and President of 
the N.W. Branch of the Library Association, and 
Councillor H. Gray of Warrington. Guest speakers com- 
plimented the St. Helens authority on its enterprise and 
success in obtaining funds for extending the library ser- 
vice, and on the spacious and cheerful appearance of the 
Branch Library. 

The cost of the building and furniture is estimated at 
£9,000 and is covered by a loan obtained three years ago. 
Home-reading issues for September were 13,000, and of 
these about two-thirds were for children’s books—a pro- 
portion which surpassed the high estimate of the demand 
for children’s books in this area. 


Southcote Branch, Reading 


Mr. Lee, Acting Borough Librarian of 
READING, sends us this about the Southcote 
Branch Library, opened Ist October, 1957: 


This is a part-time branch in a converted greengrocer’s 
shop on a new housing estate. The eventual population of 
the area will be about 5,600. A site for a permanent branch 
library is allocated but the Libraries Committee accepted 
the tenancy of this shop as a temporary expedient. 

The premises, on a widely-angled corner site, consist 
principally of a main room of about 540 square feet, and 
a store and workroom of 110 square feet. The main room, 
combining both adult and junior sections, has two win- 
dows each about 19 feet long, giving good natural lighting 
and an excellent view of the interior. 

Furniture includes Lundia shelving to hold 4,000 
books, Cintique unit chairs and an occasional table, with 
a low bench for children. The counter was built in the 
library workshop and is designed to allow one assistant 
to handle charging, discharging and other work while 
seated. 

The colour scheme was partly conditioned by the 
existing black and grey Marleytile floor; the ceiling is a 
terracotta shade, walls are papered above and between 
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bookcases with two contrasting papers (grey, green and 
white on the two long walls, with grey, white and maroon 
on a small back wall), paintwork is a light grey and the 
counter is grey with a yellow linoleum top. Dimplex oil- 
filled electric radiators are installed. 

One window is fitted with a low continuous display 
slope in combined pegboard and softboard, facing the 
street. 

Initial costs were approximately as follows: 


£ 
Shelving ; ad . =" ra 175 
Redecoration, alterations and adaptations .. 160 
Electrical work and fittings . ‘ 7 180 
Furniture and miscellaneous - oe 100 
£615 


Rent and rates will be £383 p.a. 


Norwich and Norfolk Archives Centre 

The Norwich City Council and the Norfolk 
County Council have now both agreed to set up 
a Joint Archives Centre for the City and County 
in the new Norwich Central Library, which is to 
be built shortly. It has been agreed to excavate 
15,700 square feet in the basement mainly for 
archive purposes, and the initial staff is suggested 
as a senior archivist, two assistant archivists and 
subsidiary staff. 

The initial expenditure, including the rent for 
the proportion of the new Central Library, is esti- 
mated at £9,770 per annum, of which Norwich 
will pay £6,510 and Norfolk £3,260. These 
arrangements are to be reviewed after a period of 
five years. 

Norwich City Council have employed an 
archivist for many years, and two are now em- 
ployed. An account of the deposits covered by 
the City scheme appeared in Archives, Michael- 
mas 1953 (Local archives of Gt. Britain No. 8). 

J. D. REYNOLDS 

[We regret that this is the last contribution to *“*Muni- 
cipal Library Notes’’ which we shall receive from 
Mr. J. D. Reynolds. For five years Mr. Reynolds has 
contributed regularly to the Recorp and has covered, in 
a lively and most readable way, a vast number of annual 
reports, booklists, bulletins and other accounts of 
development in municipal libraries. In thanking him, we 
are pleased to announce that Mr. E. A. Clough, of 
Bristol Public Libraries, has kindly agreed to continue 
with this column.—Eb.] 


L.A. EXAMINERS 


Appointments (for the Summer 1958 Examinations in 
the first instance) are to be made as follows: (i) Assistant 
Examiner for Registration Group D (vii)(a)(ii), History 
of English Literature from the Romantic Revival on- 
wards, (2) Senior Examiner for Final Part 3 (g), Literature 
and Librarianship of Medicine. 

Applicants should give some account of their careers, 
including any tutoring, and provide the names of two 
referees. Apply to the L.A. Secretary by 3rd March, 1958. 
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County Library Notes 


[Mr. B. W. Wray, whose most interesting “Notes” have 
covered the county library scene for the past three years, 
now finds that he is unable to continue them. We thank 
him for his co-operation, and we are pleased to welcome, 
as his successor, Miss O. S. Newman, County Librarian 
of Shropshire.—Ep.] 

The branch staff manual was being revised, and 
staff were discussing the form which the Intro- 
duction ought to take. A branch librarian tenta- 
tively suggested that we might copy the army 
method whereby regimental pride is inculcated 
through the teaching of regimental history, and 
list our “victories”’ in the introduction. I was re- 
minded of this when I saw the printed pro- 
gramme for the opening of the NortH RipING’s 
latest branch for apart from the more usual pro- 
gramme details, between photographs of the 
charabanc which first delivered county library 
books to the district, and of the attractive new 
branch, was sandwiched a brief account of the 
library's post-war achievements. Incidentally, this 
latest branch, for the town which witnessed the 
Battle of the Standard, looks worthy to be listed 
as an honour alongside all the others on the 
North Riding library colours. 

From a study of the six county library reports 
received, it is clear that in five battle still proceeds. 
The neatly stencilled one from BERWICKSHIRE, 
with its opening quotation from Trollope, tells of 
a quiet, uneventful year, although as there is men- 
tion of staff working under great difficulties and 
heavy pressure, possibly the air of peace is 
illusory. In WiLTsuireE the report is presided over 
by a hovering eagle, but would not the Norse 
raven be a more appropriate battle emblem than 
the eagle? The story is one of achievements still 
lagging behind public demand, with references to 
inadequate bookstocks, long-suffering staffs and 
longer-suffering readers, and of “arrears of work 
kept to normal proportions by periods of over- 
time’’, yet publicity is being carried on with 
vigour at branches and agricultural shows. 

HAMPSHIRE’S report covers four years, so that 
it is easier to chart progress and to see the honours 

—the first two mobile libraries on the road, 
branches transferred to better premises, and the 
use of the service increased by nearly 30 per cent 
over the four years. Hampshire had its own 
specific battles with the Ministry for permission 
to replace inadequate provision by full-time 
library services. MERIONETH, too, in its annual 
report looks back over five years and proudly 
records a 545 per cent increase in library use, 
with the first mobile library and a school libraries 
scheme as their victories in 1956-57. 
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The attractively duplicated report from 
Mupp.esex, showing the newest branch on the 
cover, is a pleasure to handle. Here, tco, there is 
evidence that the battleground has changed—no 
longer is it necessary to plead that good buildings 
are essential, but it seems enough to state that the 
provision of good facilities merely underlines the 
need for more. Staffing difficulties are mentioned, 
but as part of the general library picture, and not 
as a specifically local problem. The librarian has 
time to talk of the bookstock, to note that 
readers are becoming more precise in their require- 
ments, to discuss token charging, and staff train- 
ing in reference work. Reading this report one 
sees why visitors to the Middlesex service are con- 
stant—perhaps that is a battle honour for 
Middlesex. 

And so to the West RIDING report in which 
there is a summing up of the ten years’ work since 
the end of the war and, reading it after his death, 
how typically ““Mr. Smith” it is. In spite of the 
achievements, and possibly only those who knew 
the library before his appointment in 1940 can 
measure how truly great they were, there are “no 
grounds for complacency”. 1956-57 seems to have 
been a year when the West Riding paused and 
rested before going on ahead. There are countless 
people in the West Riding, including many who 
can never have known the librarian’s name for he 
always shunned personal publicity, who must owe 
much to Mr. Smith. His staff know how con- 
stantly he urged them to use imagination, and in 
this report he writes of “gradually pushing the 
horizons back”’ for readers too. On the colours of 
the West Riding County Library will be the name 
of their second librarian and under it may be the 
efforts of those he trained but who now work 
elsewhere for, under Mr. Smith’s leadership, staff 
training always had pride of place in the service. 

Circumstances have made the West Riding 
report seem a more than usually personal docu- 
ment, yet any annual report is equally the expres- 
sion of the personality of the writer, which is 
rather daunting when critical comment is re- 
quired. As county libraries are more or less the 
same age, the big variations between them have 
always been puzzling—variations which come out 
even in such a small batch of reports. All have 
difficulties of similar kinds—staff, buildings, 
bookstocks-—but it is clear that there is a maturity 


of approach and outlook in such systems as 
Middlesex and the West Riding which cannot 
arise solely from the accident of their size. An 
example is the way in which the ubiquitous O. & 
M. Reports are mentioned, but perhaps even 
more revealing is the treatment accorded to the 
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various pronouncements on libraries in a tech- 
nical age. To some the Minister's words are 
grasped almost as is a straw by a drowning man, 
whilst to others they are little more than a re- 
iteration of something known and accepted by 
committees a long time ago. One of the most 
helpful things the more mature counties could do 
would be to pass on some of their “know how” to 
those who are still fighting for the first essentials 
in a library, namely the three B’s—books, bodies, 
buildings. 

Reading the seventh annual report, and linking 
it with its author’s pronouncements in a rival 
periodical, | am tempted to add a fourth B. (Why 
do we so seldom mention the most essential piece 
of equipment in our reports? Are we supposed to 
have minds above such sordid stuff as money ?) 
The annual report of the library service of 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA is a heartening one to read. 
After five years the results of the early, careful, 
planning can be seen; the State Library was re- 
opened during the year under review, and there 
is a demand for an extension of the service to 
thirty-four local authorities representing a 
quarter of a million people. From the introduc- 
tion and the signed reports by the senior staff on 
the work of their departments, it is plain that the 
Library Board of Western Australia is sponsoring 
a library service of high calibre which the staff are 
proud to serve. The whole report breathes 
assurance, something which is sometimes lacking 
in reports from this country. If we could all say 
with Mr. Sharr—‘A library is a power house, not 
a storehouse. It must have fuel if it is to function. 
Books and periodicals are its fuel; the staff, its 
dynamos”’—something of the spirit which 
animates the young library in Western Australia 
might help to win more battles. 


O. S. NEWMAN 


CIRCLE OF STATE LIBRARIANS 


1958 


Chairman: D. W. King (War Office); Joint Secretaries 
R. G. C. Desmond (Agriculture) and Miss D. M. Jepson 
(Royal Botanic Gardens); Treasurer: F.C. Hirst (Agri- 
culture); Membership Officer: N. J. Day (Patent Office); 
Senior Grade Representatives: E. A. Baker (Supply), B. 
Bull (Board of Trade), Mrs. J. M. Weingott (Patent 
Office). R. C. Wright (Royal Aircraft Establishment); 
Junior Grade Representatives: Miss M. J. Fowler 
(D.S.LR.), Miss J. K. Hart (Works), Miss B. A. Kent 
(D.S.1.R.), N. J. Tilly (Patent Office). 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 
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Reference Libraries 
Inaccurate Loan Requests 


Just after Christmas we received a bureau re- 
quest originating with a county branch (itself 
possessing a reasonable reference library), for- 
warded by the county headquarters, and con- 
taining several errors which should have been 
checked by one or both of them. This has been 
discussed before (e.g., RECorD, January, 1940, 
p. 23), but inaccurate requests occur so frequently 
that this example may serve a useful purpose, as 
well as being a paradigm of enquiry work. 

The form asked for “‘History vol. 45, for H. L. 
Beale’s articles on Industrial Revolution’’. We 
naturally went straight to our file, only to find 
that the current volume (1957) was 42 (and yet the 
library previous to us on the bureau rota had 
reported vol. 45 “ton loan’’!). The form stated 
that the details had been checked in Willing’s 
press guide (which was rather pointless since it 
could not give the details of the articles required), 
and gave the publisher as Routledge and the 
price as 5s., both details which apply to History 
only from 1957 onwards. The space “details 
given have been found in’’ should not be used 
carelessly ; it is intended either for some authori- 
tative source that shows the particulars to be 
correct, or for the source of the reader’s informa- 
tion. Where the details cannot be checked, this 
should be stated, but it seems that too many 
libraries (and particularly counties) still have no 
adequate bibliographical tools. 

From this point the form was treated as a 
reference inquiry; we checked first the recent 
issues and annual indexes of History, but finding 
no articles by Beale we decided that the volume 
number might be right and the periodical wrong; 
the only historical journal that we possess that has 
reached volume 45 is the R.H.S. Transactions, 
but we dismissed this as the request was apparent- 
ly for a series of articles, which is foreign to the 
nature of the Transactions. Since the Historical 
Association, publishers of History, also produce 
several series of pamphlets on just such subjects 
as the Industrial Revolution, the library’s own 
catalogue was tried, but without success. Writings 
on British history would have been checked at an 
earlier stage if it were not that at present it covers 
so short a period, but it does have the advantage 
of an author index, and this suggested that the 
author might be H. L. Beales (not Beale) without 
identifying the articles. 

The L.A. Subject index to periodicals had been 
avoided up to now because of its lack of cumula- 
tions (we had no idea of date), and because it 
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lacks an author index (we rightly anticipated 
trouble in identifying the right subject heading). 
Checking backwards through the file under 
“Industrial Revolution”’ produced only a couple 
of entries, so it seemed likely that another heading 
was being used, and we tried “England: History” 
without success. In 1929, however, a cross- 
reference sent us to “England: Economic condi- 
tions and policy’’, and this gave the article (not 
“articles’’) wanted as in History vol. 14, thus 
showing the error to have originated in the 
Roman numerals xiv and xlv. 

When using the Subject index to periodicals it is 
often necessary to watch for changes in headings 
(in some years the Industrial Revolution appears 
under “England: Economic history’’, and since 
1948 it has been under “Great Britain’’), and in 
the earlier volumes for inconsistencies from year 
to year; this applies to other indexes as well, of 
course, notably The Times official index and the 
British Museum Subject index .. . , in which the 
cross-reference is often given only when a change 
is first made, and is sometimes the only means of 
identifying the heading chosen, so that the whole 
file has then to be checked again under the newly- 
discovered heading. 

Small libraries that cannot justify the purchase 
of expensive bibliographies can satisfy many of 
their requirements by the careful collection of 
free and cheap publications of the type listed in 
the Catalogue of bibliographical material con- 
tained in the stock of the Beddington and Walling- 
ton Public Libraries (1957); this contains well 
over a thousand items, mostly post-war. Mr. W. J. 
Hill (Borough Librarian, Beddington and Wal- 
lington), who is Secretary of the S.E. Bureau, 
suggests that if other libraries followed this 
example “they would have better resources for 
checking bureau requests’. It is not only the 
smaller libraries that can use such collections, 
since one of the best is that at Westminster Cen- 
tral Reference Library, and Westminster is in fact 
given due acknowledgment in the School 
Library Association’s A guide to book lists and 
bibliographies . . . ; it may have escaped the notice 
of some reference librarians that this booklet 
(1956, 4s.) is virtually a subject index to both the 
N.B.L. and the County Libraries Readers’ guides, 
and also includes the bibliographical articles 
appearing in British book news, although none of 
these three series is listed completely. 


Maps 
The last report on Ordnance Survey maps 
appeared in this column in April, 1953, and some 
brief notes on progress (up to Ist January, 1958) 
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may be welcome. The one-inch seventh series is 
now complete for Wales; England needs 33 more 
sheets (all in the south except for the Isle of Man), 
and Scotland has 35 to come (all in the north); 
completion is expected by 1960. A new series of 
one-inch tourist maps has started with the Peak 
District; Lake District and North York Moors 
are expected during the next few months, and 
“Lorn and Lochaber” (Fort William and Ben 
Nevis) towards the end of the year; these are in 
the same style as the seventh series, but the sheet 
sizes vary in order to cover the appropriate areas, 
and relief is shown by layer tints and hill shading. 

This method of showing relief is similar to that 
used on the fifth series of the quarter-inch maps, 
of which sheet 10 (North Wales and Lancashire) 
was published last May, and the second will 
probably be sheet 11 (North Midlands and York- 
shire). There will eventually be 17 sheets covering 
Great Britain on a scale of 1: 250,000, which is a 
slight change from 1: 253,440 to conform with 
foreign practice and the requirements of air 
navigation. The amount of detail has been 
reduced because the up-to-date one-inch map is 
available for those who need it, and this new 
series is recommended for motorists and there- 
fore for lending libraries. 

A new physical map in two sheets at 1 : 625,000 
replaces the 1928 edition at 1: 1,000,000, and 
forms part of the National Atlas; relief is shown 
by layer colouring of brown and green, with the 
sea bed in five shades of blue. Rivers and streams 
are blue, and the physical features are shown with 
great clearness. The Ordnance Survey has been 
taking notice of the public reception of its work; 
the great improvement of the one-inch was the 
first result, and changes in the quarter-inch are 
now anticipated as a result of comments on 
sheet 10. 

A written answer by Lord Hailsham (Hansard, 
House of Lords, 20th November, 1957, column 
445) gives details of the progress of the Geological 
Survey, showing that 64 per cent of England and 
Wales has been covered since 1859. and that it is 
estimated that it will take another 70 years at the 
present rate of progress. 


Recent Publications 

Mr. Sharr draws our attention to the publica- 
tion last year of what is “probably the best 
gazetteer of Australia in existence’’; it has the 
title Census of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
30th June 1954, vol. VU, part Ill, Population and 
occupied dwellings in localities. In 218 pages it lists 
every place in Australia with a population of 
fifty or more and gives not only its population and 
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the number of occupied dwellings, but also the 
state, local government area, and latitude and 
longitude; it costs 2s. 6d. (3s. 2d. by post from the 
Government Printer, Canberra; not available 
from Australia House). 

Official histories of the war. The Times of 
3rd January (p. 11) has a table of published and 
projected volumes, with approximate publication 
dates for the latter; this covers the civil and 
military histories, but not the medical. There will 
be 32 military, 29 civil, and 21 medical volumes, 
of which 12, 23, and 15 respectively had been 
published by the end of 1957, and the three series 
will probably be completed in 1960. Less up to 
date, but more detailed, information is given in the 
8th report of the Select Committee on Estimates 
(1956-57); this includes a list of sources (e.g., war 
diaries of army units). 

The fourth annual Unesco report on Biblio- 
graphical services throughout the world, covering 
September, 1954, to December, 1955, has been 
published; it seems desirable to call attention to 
it here, since it is an unpriced document available 
free from Unesco in Paris, and therefore does not 
appear in Stationery Office lists. Those librarians 
who have seen its predecessors will know that 
they are invaluable not only for up-to-date infor- 
mation of foreign bibliographies, but also for 
news of library activities in some 80 countries and 
30 international organizations. 

Two free publications have been sent me by 
their publishers: Current research and develop- 
ment in scientific documentation is produced by the 
National Science Foundation of Washington and 
is the first of a series of reports summarizing work 
on the organization of information, storage and 
retrieval, mechanical translation, etc. French 
science news is available from the Service Culturel 
of the French Embassy, and describes the work of 
French research organizations; an annotated 
bibliography covers science, engineering, and 
medicine, and there is a list of films. It is one of 
the faults of this type of publication (Spanish 
cultural index is another example) that titles of 
books are translated into English, and the 
librarian does not know the exact title of any- 
thing he may wish to order or obtain on loan. 

Some interesting sidelights on several well- 
known reference books are to be found in the 
history of Adam and Charles Black, 1807-1957, 
about which Mr. Woledge (London School of 
Economics) has sent me a note. Cheyne and 
Black’s Encyclopaedia biblica, approved by 
Minto and Winchell, and much used in libraries, 
is described by its publishers as the work of an 
unsound editor whose “textual criticism had 
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grown reckless to the point of mental aberration 
. . . and at the end it is doubtful whether he 
could be called a Christian’’. The publishers lost 
heavily on its publication, and the fact that it was 
eventually distributed by the rationalist house of 
Watts is an interesting comment on a religious 
work. 

Miss Petrides (National Book League) writes 
to point out an article on “Guides to the study of 
English literature’ in British book news, Novem- 
ber, 1957, pp. 647-51, which mentions much 
recent material. Incidentally, there was a threat 
last year that these preliminary articles might be 
omitted from B.B.N., and it is to be hoped 
enough readers have written to protest, since 
there is much of value in them; this might be a 
reasonable place to mention also the similar series 
of articles appearing in Books, under such titles as 
*‘A bird-watcher’s bookshelf” and ‘*A conjurer’s 
bookshelf”’. 

The Concise encyclopaedia of antiques is useful 
to us primarily for its coverage of minor subjects, 
such as wine labels, model soldiers, and garden 
ornaments; the third volume adds a list of 
museums arranged by the subjects covered in all 
three volumes, so that one can locate collections 
of dolls, automata, wallpaper or chessmen. 

CHARLES A. TOASE 


WORLD LIST OF 
SCIENTIFIC PERIODICALS 


One result of the advances and developments in 
science and technology in recent years is reflected 
in the vast number of new scientific and technical 
journals that have appeared, together with an in- 
crease in the output of periodical publications 
throughout the world. This, combined with the 
fact that the third edition of the World list of 
scientific periodicals will soon become out of 
print, has led to active preparation for the issue 
of a fourth edition. 

In the new edition, brought up to date to in- 
clude the new scientific and technical periodicals 
that have appeared in the last decade, the 
abbreviations of titles, where necessary, will be 
modified to conform with the LS.0. Recom- 
mendation R4 of the International Code for the 
Abbreviation of Titles of Periodicals, and the 
system recommended by the Royal Society for 
the transliteration of Russian, Serbian and 
Bulgarian for bibliographic purposes will be 
adopted. 

The location of the periodical publications 
available for reference in libraries being of utmost 
importance to research, the librarians of the 247 
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libraries who contributed to the last edition are 
being requested to participate in the new edition 
of this important bibliographical work of refer- 
ence by sending in the titles of those journals not 
appearing in the third edition, together with par- 
ticulars of their holdings and the amendments or 
corrections needed to be made to the entries of 
their holdings of the 46,000 titles contained in the 
last edition, to the Secretary, World List of 
Scientific Periodicals, c/o the Zoological Society 
of London, Regent’s Park, London, N.W.1, from 
which office further information may be obtained. 


Correspondence 


(Correspondents are requested to write as 
briefly as possible.) 


LIBRARIES UNDER EDUCATION 
COMMITTEES? 


Mr. J. C. Harrison, D.F.C., D.P.A., F.L.A., 
Senior Lecturer, Manchester School of Librarian- 
ship, writes: 


Mr. J. G. O'Leary in the December RecorD 
invites us to examine the current statement of 
estimates for public libraries, with a view to com- 
paring the financial provision made by inde- 
pendent municipal authorities with that of the 
county libraries, controlled by their Education 
Committees. In all the examples he quotes, the 
municipal authority is making the more generous 
provision and we are asked to conclude from this 
that any extension of the “county system”’ to the 
country’s public libraries as a whole would be to 
the detriment of the service. Maybe it would and 
Mr. Gardner is quite right in making it clear that 
local control by Education Committees has never 
been advocated by the L.A. Council. 

At the same time let us take some other 
examples from the statement of estimates. Com- 
pare Hertfordshire with Leeds, Northumberland 
with Stoke-on-Trent, Cumberland with Derby, 
Herefordshire with Grimsby, Cardiganshire with 
Dewsbury, and we find that in each case the 
county authority, under educational control, is 
making the better provision. 

Where do we go from here? Only, I suggest, as 
far as Alexander Pope, when he wrote in his 
Essay on man: 


For forms of government let fools contest; 
Whate’er is best administered is best. 


We have some well financed and well adminis- 
tered municipal library systems; we have some 
well financed and well administered county 
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library systems. Together they represent only a 
small minority of the public library services of 
the country. For we should remind ourselves of 
one other important factor in ail this: of all the 
countries in the world which have developed pub- 
lic library services on an extensive scale during 
the past hundred years, the United Kingdom now 
stands alone as the one lacking any form of cen- 
tral government support. This could well prove 
to be a much more significant battleground for a 
campaign for a better national service than any 
of the “educational-independent’”’, *‘county-muni- 
cipal” skirmishing that has for so long bedevilled 
our deliberations as a profession. 


EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


Mr. J. SMEATON, F.L.A., writes: 


It is only now, on my return to India from leave 
in the United Kingdom, that | have been able to 
study in detail the proposed new syllabus for the 
Registration Examination, and Mr. Paton’s 
article “‘Education for librarianship’ in the 
December, 1956, Recorp. With the planning of 
the syllabus | have no quarrel, but I join with 
Mr. Mallaber in his reply to Mr. Paton in the 
March, 1957, issue, in asking that it should not be 
made necessary, now or at any future time, for a 
student to attend a full-time school of librarian- 
ship, whether for one or two years, to prepare for 
this examination. 

Mr. Mallaber has stated the case of the assis- 
tant in the special library, who will only rarely be 
able to obtain leave of absence for attendance at a 
library school; I plead the cause of the overseas 
librarian who must depend upon local classes or 
correspondence courses. An examination of the 
list of corresponding members in the current 
Year book will demonstrate the very large number 
of librarians in the Commonwealth, and in 
foreign countries, who have taken or are studying 
for the Association’s examinations. 

For many overseas librarians, the L.A. exami- 
nations offer the only opportunity of obtaining 
professional qualifications of an internationally 
recognized standard. In most of these countries 
and territories, librarianship is only now begin- 
ning to develop as a profession. The Association 
will be guilty of a very grave disservice to librari- 
anship throughout the world if the proposal made 
in Mr. Paton’s article becomes effective. : 

| am well aware that the expense of organizing 
examination centres abroad is one which the 
Association can ill afford, but surely this can be 
met by a surcharge on examination fees for over- 
seas students, many of whom receive assistance 
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from their employing authorities, or by an 
increased subscription for corresponding mem- 
bers. The personal member in Britain has direct 
representation on the Council and in committees ; 
the corresponding member has no voice whatever 
in the affairs of the Association. The L.A. had, at 
one time, an advisory committee on libraries to 
the Colonial Office which might have displayed 
some interest in this matter, but which seems to 
be defunct. Will Mr. Paton and his colleagues on 
the Education Committee think again before they 
introduce conditions which will mean the des- 
truction of a strong and valuable tradition of 
training which some of us have spent years in 
building up, and to which the L.A. Council has 
itself paid public tribute? 


Mr. D. E. Gerarp, B.A., F.L.A., Deputy City 
Librarian of Nottingham, writes: 

May I be permitted a final animadversion on 
the interesting replies to my letter re the need for 
the study of readership (RECORD, October, 1957, 
p. 342-3)? 

Firstly, in support of my contention that 
library staffs have never been higher numerically, 
I would refer Mr. Sykes to the same issue of the 
RECORD in which his letter appears (December, 
1957, p. 413-4) and he will find that the Public 
Library Statistics printed therein give a rising 
annual total of staff throughout the whole country 
during the last five or six years which speaks for 
itself. | meant precisely what I said, no more- 
that there are more librarians than ever before in 
public libraries. Quality, too, was surely never 
better than in these latter years, if we equate 
quality with training at university, -at library 
school, and with the higher pre-entry require- 
ments which are now in universal demand. Of 
course, we are all struggling to attract and retain 
staff, largely because we are multiplying our ser- 
vices and service points and our posts are 
multiplying with them. 

For Mr. Astbury (December, 1957, p. 414) I 
have much sympathy. My argument, however, 
was not so much concerned with examining 
details of staff organization as in stressing the 
primary need—-awareness of the present literary/ 
social situation and its implications for reader 
and librarian. For we are both in the circuit, both 
component parts of a condition which we either 
deplore or condone. My appeal was for an official 
acknowledgment of this circumstance by writing 
into the examination syllabus papers which will 
enlist the ideas and the responses of our young 
candidates towards the whole concept of reading 
in contemporary life. I further suggested that an 
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obvious, useful start could be made with Final, 
Part 3(a)(v). 

The degree of awareness in any given library 
of this radical question of the literary situation 
will largely depend on the degree of sensitivity of 
the chief; his estimate of the importance of a 
literate society (in the fullest sense) will betray 
itself in the kind of library system he controls. If 
he cares naught for the problem or does not 
recognize it, then his influence will be shallow and 
even quite void. If he is alert to what processes 
are going on inside his library every day, then his 


system will equally betray his alertness. He will Ww i Ss ith 
then easily solve Mr. Astbury’s dilemma in e - Sm 
devising administrative methods to ensure that . © . 

. & Son’s 


his material bookstock interacts positively with || 
the needs of his local community. 


2 
NALGO AND LIBRARIANS R E z B O U ND 


Miss Mary G. G. Grecory, F.L.A., Branch | L i b rar y B 00 k Ss 


Librarian, Sheffield City Libraries, writes: 











May I, from my unfortunately—and I hope 
only temporarily—unique position as a librarian We have been told by more 
who is a member of the National Executive 
Council of NALGO, comment on some points || 3 
raised by Mr. Tomlinson in his article on Salaries re-bound ex-library novels 
and Service Conditions in the December REcorD, we offer are the finest book || 
pages 399-400? haat <email . 

He says that “it 1s reasonable and logical that bargains available to Public 
at least one librarian should by right be on Libraries. The binding is 
NALGO Committees at all levels—N.E.C., 
District and Branch’’. As far as Branch Executive 
Committees are concerned, I agree, but I cannot and really can be depended 
accept his view that librarians, purely and simply upon to stand up to the 
because they are librarians, have an automatic . 

; : hardest wear. Prices are from 
right to representation at any other level of 1 
NALGO. | believe most sincerely that they || 7/- upwards, depending on | 
should be represented at District and National 
level, but I believe equally sincerely that librarians 


than one Librarian that the | 


washable, extremely durable, 


size and original published 


should secure this representation by their own || price. 1} 
efforts and on merit. There cannot and should not | 
be an easy way. We must first begin at Branch @ Our representatives cover all parts 1 
level by playing an active part in all Branch of England, and wilt, be pleased to call || 
affairs and by being prepared to accept Branch with specimen volumes and a large selec- 
Office. Then—and only then—will there be any tion of wrappers of titles available. 
possibility of adequate representation on Dis- | Visitors to London will be cordially 
trict Committees—and only those who take a_ | welcomed from Monday to Friday at 
keen interest in all the activities of the Districtcan | || 
hope to secure election to the N.E.C. 1] STRAND HOUSE, LONDON, W.C.2 
Nor can | agree with the idea of co-option atall | 
levels. Anyone who is aware of the number of 
professional bodies represented on the Joint || Telephone: Holborn 4343 
Consultative Committee will realize the im- 





ie ee ; ‘ , : | 
practicability of the suggestion, and librarians |} 
are by no means the only section of NALGO || : reheat 
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membership not directly represented on the 
N.E.C. For myself, | would far rather have an 
N.E.C. composed of good trade unionists, what- 
ever their profession, than one elected on a basis 
of sectional representation. 

| have always found that problems peculiar to 
librarians have received a sympathetic hearing in 
my own Branch and District of NALGO, and 
motions relating to these problems have been 
well supported, once the case for them has been 
stated. | believe that equally sympathetic con- 
sideration is afforded them in the National Ser- 
vice Conditions Committee, and I know that 
there has been close collaboration between the 
leaders of the Staff Side of the National Joint 
Council and representatives of the Library 
Association on the question of the revision of the 
Award for Librarians. 

It would be interesting to know how many 
librarians have asked their Branches of NALGO 
to support motions seeking an improvement of 
this Award, either before or since the revision of 
the salary scales on Ist September 1957. The only 
way to keep our problems under constant review 
is to ensure that they are brought to the notice of 
the Local Government Service Conditions Sub- 
Committee, and they will only get there by what 
Mr. Tomlinson calls “the widest possible activity 
by librarians and assistants”’. 

Fortunately, it has never been suggested to me 
that | should be “ta spokesman to ensure that our 
problems are continually under review”. In my 
view, I have been elected by the NALGO mem- 
bers of Yorkshire to represent a// their interests, 
whether they are employed in local government, 
the electricity or gas industries, or the Health 
Service. Obviously | would support any proposals 
which would benefit my own profession and 
would do all that I could to ensure their success, 
but from my experience nothing could do more 
harm to the interests of librarians than for any of 
heir number to get the reputation of “axe- 
grinders’”’ who are interested only in their own 
particular problems. 

May I also suggest that special campaigns in 
support of librarian candidates for the N.E.C. 
may well rebound on the heads of the unfor- 
tunate candidates. By all means do everything 
possible to stimulate interest in NALGO affairs, 
but success in N.E.C. elections depends on the 
support of the widest possible cross-section of 
NALGO members, and any suggestion of librar- 
ians having formed a pressure-group would make 
a most unfortunate impression on the rest of our 
NALGO colleagues. I hope that I may receive the 
support of Yorkshire librarians in N.E.C. elec- 
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tions, but | also hope that they will never start a 
campaign on my behalf! 


Mr. N. TOMLINSON replies: 

At the last meeting of the London and Home Counties 
Branch NALGO Sub-Committee, there was a murmur of 
approval when it was reported that Miss Gregory had 
been elected to the N.E.C., thus ensuring representation 
of librarians. It is pleasant to have this opportunity of 
conveying our congratulations more directly, particularly 
since—by the above letter—she will obviously not be a 
mute and passive member. 

Miss Gregory’s view is diametrically opposed to the one 
I advocated in the December Recorp, and I have no 
doubt it is a view which will command respect and some 
support. I do not feel, however, that it is entirely adequate 
that there is merely sympathy for librarians at different 
negotiating levels, and that NALGO is able to consult the 
L.A. and §.M.C.C.L. when necessary. I am certain that in 
the discussion of service conditions at National and Dis- 
trict level, an alert librarian (or architect, surveyor, etc.) 
would often be able to put forward a professional case 
that others would not have the experience to appreciate 
until attention was drawn to it. I do not think this view- 
point is advocating pressure group tactics, since obviously 
all other professions should be similarly represented at 
all levels. 

Miss Gregory states that to do this is impracticable 
because present organization is too unwieldy. In this 
matter it is interesting to read the comment of a reviewer 
in Library Review, Winter 1957, page 277, who says 

“Perhaps a threat to NALGO would do some good, 
but would it? NALGO has become just too fat.” 

What do members think? Do they believe that under 
the present system the one award to librarians is the best 
that could have been achieved? With a top-heavy 
NALGO, would librarians’ best interests be served by 
seeking representation elsewhere, and is this practicable? 
If reorganization of the L.A. is carried out, is it possible 
to change completely the character of the A.A.L. and 
make this primarily a trade union organization? 


BOOKPLATES 


Mr. H. J. Hapen, President of Stourbridge 
Historical Society, writes: 

May | express my thanks to you for publishing 
in the December number my appeal to librarians 
for a copy of their public library bookplates for 
the exhibition of such bookplates I have staged 
at Stourbridge Public Library, and at the same 
time may I thank the relative few who so kindly 
responded to my request? I regret to say that the 
exhibition is by no means as large as | had hoped 
and, indeed, expected. [t would seem that either 
librarians do not read the RecorD as thoroughly 
as they should (which means they do not fully 
avail themselves of the excellent service provided 
for their use) or that the oft-proclaimed desire to 
co-operate in matters relating to books is more 
fiction than fact. In view of this comment, I feel 
| should acknowledge the helpfulness and 
interest of those librarians who contributed to my 
display of bookplates. The information they 
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supplied relating to designers, dates and printing 
was fascinating. Bookplates were received from 
Newport (Mon.), Liverpool, Chester, Middles- 
brough, Hove, Limpsfield, Gillingham, East- 
bourne, Halifax, Hertfordshire, Coulsdon and 
Purley, Leyton, Watford, the Guildhall (London), 
Norwich, Brierley Hill, Dudley, Grimsby, Ealing, 
Southwark and Bulawayo (Southern Rhodesia). 
The plate from the last-named library reac 1ed me 
by airmail three hours before I arranged the 
display at the library in Stourbridge. 

| have been invited to transfer the exhitition to 
Eastbourne Public Library, but before duing this 
might | make a further appeal to librarians for 
copies of public library bookplates (especially 
Reference, Bequest and Special Collection plates) 
to be sent to me, together with details of designer, 
date of issue, etc.? (My address is: Brookville, 
George Street, Wordsley, Stourbridge, Worcs.) 


RECREATIONAL LITERATURE 
IN LIBRARIES 


Mr. A. CROGHAN, 62 Brailsford Road, S.W.2, 
writes: 

May I question some of the assumptions be- 
hind the article by W. G. Stiles in the December 
RECORD. These seem to be that anyone who reads 
simply for pleasure is in some way an inferior 
being. Readers of “recreational literature’ are to 
be told that they ‘“‘must’’ take out a certain num- 
ber of books which will not be the “‘authentic 
elements” in a library. To help them find these in 
the “least spacious”’ section of the library, they can 
have some non-professional staff. 

A library consists of books, not “authentic 
elements’’. Ethel M. Dell belongs as properly 
there as any weighty piece of academism. The 
readers who are to be treated so unceremoniously 
have, as ratepayers, as much right to an efficient 
service as those who read “authentic literature’. 

This attitude of mind, a common one in our 
profession, is one of the reasons we remain so 
complacent about our national average of 27 per 
cent. In a completely literate country we are 
failing to give any kind of service to half the 
population. We are not supplying what they want. 
It would be far more to the point if we were to 
think of ways to get these people reading, even if 
they read only westerns and romances. 

Reading books, of any kind, is a minority taste 
in this country. Do not let us be guilty of turning 
it into a coterie one. The danger is quite a real one. 


Mr. W. G. Srices replies: 


Mr. Croghan does me an injustice. I am not anti- 
*tripe’’. As an avid reader of several varieties of “‘tripe’’, 
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I say that if tripe can soothe the savage breast, and help it 
to sleep o’ nights, than let us dispense tripe, mountains of 
it. In doing so, however, cut the coat according to the 
cloth. To begin with, the “least spacious”’ department will 
serve, since it is turnover that is vast, not necessarily the 
proportion of volumes, if these are wisely chosen. 
Secondly, staff; the presence of qualified staff is required 
only where there exist intricate records, and the necessity 
of specialized display (in broad sense) techniques. I am 
convinced that recreational readers do not wanr order, do 
not want classification, do not want elaborately set out 
catalogues. All they want is something ‘‘decent”’ to read. 
As for our cumbersome issue records, for what purpose 
are they constructed ? Apparently, to be taken apart with- 
in the space of a few days, and then resurrected, ad 
infinitum. The only overdue books we are truly interested 
in retrieving, as such, are those making up the minority of 
authentic volumes. 

Mention of minorities brings me to my last point. Mr. 
Croghan rightly laments the limited readership we serve. 
Surely, with the competition we face today from other 
forms of recreational media, we cannot reasonably expect 
more readers of this type, in any numbers. Against this, 
the calls made on informational literature will increase at 
an ever-growing rate in the coming years. Here, librarians 
will cater for ail individuals (i.e., ratepayers!), and their 
unpredictable requirements. A massive task, and one 
which will tax all our professional ingenuity. 

It may be said that the segregated reference library can 
serve the purpose adequately; but this conception is 
largely a compromise, since proper provision can be made 
only by duplicating material in the home reading depart- 
ment. The administrative primary division is the some- 
what self-centred one of by type of book. Supersede this 
by type of reader, i.e., the interests of reader, purpose of 
reader, and it is evident that the fact finder and student 
require the largest possible subject groupings, and the 
maximum assistance from the staff. “‘Home reading”’ and 
“reference” considerations must be subordinated to this 
ideal. 

For those librarians who regard themselves as ipso 
facto members of the literati, or prefer the layman's view- 
point of us as municipal subscription library operatives, 
much of the above must be heresy. But why? 


ADVERTISEMENTS IN LIBRARY BOOKS 

Mr. H. Coxtier, A.L.A., Librarian, Swadlin- 
cote Public Library, writes: 

At a recent meeting, the Swadlincote Library 
Committee had to consider an offer of payment 
for the privilege of having a gummed label 
4} in. by 6 in. and bearing advertisements, in- 
serted in lending library books by the staff; which 
had been made by a firm of civic map publishers. 
The sum paid would be £4 per annum per 1,000 
labels inserted, for a guaranteed period of 3 
years. 

The approach had been made through the 
Clerk to the Council. Eventually I met the repre- 
sentative, who was astonished when I told him 
that I was not interested in any money obtained 
by inserting an extra label in a library book, 
especially a label bearing advertisements. 

All this set me wondering which Brother Pub- 
lic Librarian was “the man who wakens the 
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bugler’’. Who, by accepting the idea, fanned this 
firm’s enthusiasm so that the owners thought it 
was a good thing to try throughout the country ? 

From the representative’s “‘spiel’’, | gathered 
that public libraries, both large and small, were 
being approached and also that librarians of both 
large and small public libraries had welcomed the 
idea as a means of getting extra money. Then it 
was my turn to be astonished, especially when I 
was told, in answer to my question: ““How would 
you like to be given a book with advertisements 
pasted in it?’’—*Your books are only on loan to 
people.” 

Perhaps the condition of some library books 
prompted these people to attempt this scheme. 
They hope that each participant will take at least 
10,000 labels, and that the staff will insert them 
“in their spare time’’. 

If libraries have joined this scheme, I hope that 
the staff who have to insert the labels have pro- 
tested that they are not “Bill Posters’’. 

Incidentally, the Library Committee did not 
accept the offer. 


OUR FRIEND THE BOOKSELLER 


Mr. Acec TIRANTI, 72 Charlotte Street, Lon- 
don, W.1, writes: 


English literature is rich in the praise of the 
smail bookseller with his generations of book-lore, 
whether he be the local general bookseller around 
the corner, or the specialist bookseller in the , 
nearby town. We have heard of the help he has 
given freely and impartially for centuries past to 
student, author and passer-by, long before we 
heard of the losses he is making due to the present 
trend of buying books from a multiple shop, 
store, library supplier, school shop, university 
shop, ad infinitum. But we wonder how he is far- 
ing, with his love of his profession, limited 
capital, and wonder how he is going to survive the 
fierce competition of these numerous new outlets 
for books, and how he is going to compete with 
the great capital investments which have entered 
the book trade in the last few years, investments 
which naturally demand full returns. 

At the International Publishers’ Congress at 
Florence recently, various speakers discussed this 
“outlet of books’’, and whilst one in particular 
seemed to infer that he was prepared to sell his 
books through any kind of shop, hole-in-the- 
wall, or what-have-you, the greater majority 
stoutly favoured sales through reputable and 
recognized booksellers, a practice which would 
help to build up and maintain this most impor- 
tant heritage of any civilized nation: for if the 
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front line gave way, the world of learning would 
indeed be the poorer for the loss of the enthusiasm 
and book-lore of these bona-fide family book- 
sellers. 


Meanwhile, the turnover of the post-war book 
trade is far greater that that of pre-war, yet judg- 
ing from letters in the trade papers, booksellers 
are having a hard time. This can be caused a 
little by increased overheads, but the greatest 
cause is that the small bookseller, because of his 
lack of capital, just cannot occupy valuable 
premises in the main high street: he has to remain 
content with premises in a back street. He cannot 
plan massive campaigns to reach a nationwide 
public, but has to remain content with moderate 
sales campaigns on a local scale because of the 
expenses and limited staff: hence, perhaps, the 
very long hours he puts in his shop from early 
morning until long after we have all gone home 
for our evening rest or entertainment. 

Should we not make a plea to the man in the 
street and to the civic buyer? “If a fraction of 
your buying could be diverted to your local 
family bookseller, we may yet arrive at a healthy 
front line of small booksellers, friends of public 
and institute alike.’’ Otherwise, before we realize 
it, we shall all be in the hands of large financial 
combines (such as is already obtaining in other 
commodities), with consequent loss of much that 
is dear to us. And could we then ever recall the 
wonderful lore these booksellers have been carry- 
ing forward for many generations for us? 


INDEX OF TECHNICAL ARTICLES 


Mr. M. Betton, A.L.A., Assistant, Govern- 
ment Communications Hq. Library, writes: 


While the /ndex of technical articles may suffice 
for the general public library, it would appear 
that the very characteristic of the index which 
appeals to Mr. P. Colehan, i.e., the fact that it 
indexes British literature, may be the reason for 
some special librarians deciding not to subscribe 
to it. 

In the field of technology at least, national 
boundaries are of less importance than in other 
subjects. Scientists and research workers require 
information on their own particular topics, irres- 
pective of the language and country of origin. 
Surely there exists a need for more international 
coverage of periodical literature in restricted sub- 
ject fields and also a degree of co-ordination 
between abstracting agencies to ensure that the 
coverage given is the most efficient to meet the 
needs of librarians and research workers. 
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BOOKS IN HUNGARIAN 


Mr. K. G. Hunt, B.A., F.L.A., Chief Librarian, 
Hammersmith Public Libraries, writes: 

It may be interesting to record that during the 
twelve months Ist December, 1956, to 30th 
November, 1957, these libraries lent 650 books 
in Hungarian to libraries in all parts of the 
country. Most of these books were for use by 
individual readers, but a number of them com- 
posed small bulk loans, each book being issued a 
number of times before its return to us. 


INCREASED SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Mr. W. H. RUTHERFORD, Assistant Secretary 
and Librarian, Royal Society of Edinburgh, writes: 

My library committee were recently concerned 
with the serious increases heing incurred in sub- 
scriptions to the many scientific periodicals so 
necessary to the research and _ institutional 
libraries. After careful investigation it was found 
that many libraries were paying enhanced rates 
as they subscribed through one or other of the 
many subscription agencies. It was decided that 
this (R.S.E.) library would stop this procedure 
and, instead, place all subscriptions directly on 
the source of supply. In our case this has proved 
most effective and the monetary saving well 
worth the additional clerical work involved. If 
any librarian wishes further information, I shall be 
happy indeed to answer any enquiries. 

Librarians should note that the savings can be 
effected in foreign (including U.S.A.) journals 
and not in British titles. 


COUNTY LIBRARY MATTERS 


Mr. P. D. POcKLINGTON, A.L.A., Deputy 
Borough Librarian and Curator, Chelmsford Public 
Library, writes: 

Mr. Wray, in “County Library Notes” for 
November, expresses dismay at the ignorance of 
municipal librarians where county library matters 
are concerned. Whilst in no way wishing to 
challenge this supposition, might I suggest that 
the solution to such an unhappy state of affairs 
rests with the Committee of the County Libraries 
Section. 

I am a municipal librarian who is interested in 
county libraries and their work. For several years 
I have opted for membership of the County 
Libraries Section, hoping thereby to have my 
interest furthered. What has been the result? Do 
I receive regularly a publication containing 
articles about county library practice, news of 
recent developments and invitations to attend 
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meetings of the Section? The short answer is—no. 
At irregular intervals I receive a copy of a news- 
letter which is brief in the extreme and whose 
frequency of publication leaves much to be 
desired. I cannot recall that I have received a copy 
of this publication so far this year. In fact, I can- 
not recall having received anything from the 
Section this year, other than a voting paper. 

Turning to the question of sectional meetings, 
the achievements of the County Libraries Section 
Committee in this field of professional activity 
hardly merit commendation. True, this com- 
mittee organizes an annual weekend conference 
and sessional meetings (and a cocktail party) 
during the L.A. Conference week. From observa- 
tions made by colleagues who have been fortunate 
enough to be able to attend these gatherings, it 
would appear that they are invariably successful. 
Unfortunately, in common with most other “rank 
and file’’ members of the Section, I am rarely in a 
position to attend conferences. I can, however, 
attend afternoon and evening professional meet- 
ings held in London. What a pity that the 
County Libraries Section never seems to cater for 
people like me! Why this should be, I cannot 
imagine. There must surely be a sufficiently large 
body of members working in the Home Counties 
to provide a reasonably-sized audience for an 
occasional meeting in London. 

From these observations, it seems abundantly 
clear that, with the possible exception of Mr. 
Wray, the Committee of the County Libraries 
Section is largely indifferent to the interest (or 
lack of interest) shown in the Section by its mem- 
bers—whether from municipal or county libraries. 

Mr. A. SHaw Wricut, Chairman, County Libraries 
Section, writes: 

The County Libraries Section is encouraging and 
promoting library activities, such as weekend or one-day 
schools (not only conferences) in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland, and the Annual Weekend School in 
England is certainly not intended for senior members of 
the Section—it is, in fact, well supported by what Mr. 
Pocklington calls the “rank and file’’. 

As regards meetings in the London and Home Counties 
area (or elsewhere for that matter), members of the 
Section join with those of their local branch. It is usual 
for Branch Committees to include members of county 
library staffs and for meetings to be arranged that will be 
of interest to members of all the various Sections. (The 
meeting of the London and Home Counties Branch on 
the 20th March is to be addressed by three county 
librarians). The Section Committee think it would be a 
pity to try to arrange further meetings for County 


Libraries Section members only, up and down the country 
and in competition since it has, rightly or wrongly, gained 
the impression that there are already, if anything, too 
many meetings and that many of these are most in- 
adequately attended. 

The Committee regrets that it has not produced an issue 
of the County Libraries Newsletter for so long. Now that 
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Liaison is well into its stride, the future of the Newsletter 
is being reconsidered. I think it will appear again and 
settle down to regular publication. 

It is rather more difficult to keep in touch with those 
members of the Section who are not on county library 
staffs than with those who are, but the Committee are 
anxious to do so and suggestions are welcomed. 


NATIONAL SERVICE AND THE 
YOUNG LIBRARIAN 


Mr. S. T. Lucas, Assistant, Chester Public 
Library, writes: 


Corporal K. Small’s letter (Recorp, Decem- 
ber 1957) describes many different ways in which 
ihe young librarian can usefully pass his spare 
time during National Service, which he says can 
“be squandered all too easily in depression”. 

I would like to point out that Corporal Small 
could have continued his professional career (if 
he had been prepared to change his blue uniform 
for a khaki one), as an Assistant Regional, or 
Command librarian in the Royal Army Educa- 
tional Corps. I followed this course and enjoyed 
18 months of uninterrupted library experience in 
Germany, working in a Regional library, of some 
50,000 bookstock, organizing and inspecting 
Army Education and unit branch libraries and 
studying, at close quarters, library development 
in Western Germany. 

My purpose is only to add to the possibilities 
which have been mentioned. Unfortunately, few 
librarians have been aware of this means of com- 
bining National Service with librarianship. Con- 
sequently many interesting library posts have 
been filled, and are being filled, by teachers and 
others, while many keen young librarians, like 
Corporal Small, are making the best (or the 
worst) of their time in postings unrelated to their 
real interests. 

Perhaps I presume too much of the writer and 
he certainly could not have enjoyed “halcyon 
days” if he had been closer to the real work of 
librarianship during his service. 


Reviews 


Espace (A.). National libraries of the world: their 
history, administration and public services. 
2nd ed., completely revised by F. J. Hill. 
1957. xv, 413 pp., illus. (The L.A., 44s., 
33s. to members, post 6d.) 

Few could have been better equipped than 
Dr. Esdaile to write upon the national libraries 
of the world; and, when the first edition of this 
work was published in 1934, it was well reviewed. 
A new edition had now become badly needed. 

To a new generation of readers it may not be 
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amiss to explain what the book is. It is a brief but 
encyclopaedic account of the national libraries of 
the world, in which each library is described (with 
a few exceptions) in a separate chapter, the des- 
cription of each being subdivided into sections 
which cover, with occasional modification, its 
history, buildings, catalogues, departments, place 
in the national system, staff, finance, and biblio- 
graphy. In all this the new edition follows the 
main lines of the old; but the revision has been 
far-reaching, and the chapters brought up to 
date; and, though one chapter has been omitted, 
we are given a dozen new ones, describing as 
many more libraries, in its place. The chapters 
now number 32, and they have been rearranged 
and more conveniently headed. 

Mr. Hill’s revision has been masterly. In 
addition to emendations and the entirely new 
chapters, he has dovetailed into place masses of 
fresh material with great skill. This fresh material 
includes the libraries’ recent growth, and also the 
disasters which some of them suffered in the 
Second World War—the damage and losses, the 
dispersal and reassembly of collections, and so on. 

Mr. Hill’s task must have been immense, and 


he has accomplished it with rare judgment and . 


outstanding success. 

Criticism of factual details is disarmed by the 
array of authorities cited in Mr. Hill’s preface; 
but the press-work is good, the few misprints 
which the reviewer has noticed could not mis- 
lead, and the book inspires confidence at every 
point. The spine might have borne larger letter- 
ing; and one would have liked more illustrations, 
and a few such plans as accompanied the first 
edition. But it would be unreasonable to expect 
more at present costs; and both Mr. Hill and the 
Library Association are to be congratulated on a 
most distinguished publication. E. ANSELL 


GANDEVIA (BRYAN). An annotated bibliography of 
the history of medicine in Australia. With a 
foreword by Sir Gordon Gordon-Taylor. 
(Sydney), [1957]. 140 pp. (Australian Medical 
Publishing Co., £A1 15s.) 

This selective bibliography, compiled by the 
Honorary Curator of the Medical History 
Museum, Medical Society of Victoria, Mel- 
bourne, is the result of extensive research in many 
London libraries, in addition to local resources. 
It indicates a keen interest in the history of 
Australian medicine, and the annotations add 
considerably to the usefulness of the work. 
Inclusive pagination would have added to the 
value of the references by giving one some idea of 
their respective lengths. 
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There is no book devoted to the history of 
medicine in Australia, but this bibliography pro- 
vides the skeleton framework upon which one of 
the eminent Australian historians might build 
such a book. The materials are assembled and in 
many instances evaluated; what a fascinating 
story they would make, with aborigines, explor- 
ers, convicts, early settlers and pioneers as 
ingredients! 

This represents No. | of the Monographs of the 
Federal Council of the British Medical Associa- 
tion in Australia, and future issues might well be 
provided with imprints giving place and date of 
publication. 

JoHN L. THORNTON 


SUBJECT BOOKLISTS RECENTLY 
ISSUED BY BRITISH LIBRARIES 


Novels of the sea. Hove P.L. 

Books on sailing. Hove P.L. 

A home from home. Bethnal Green P.L. 

Keeping pets. Bethnal Green P.L. 

The facts of life. Bethnal Green P.L. 

Willow the king. Bethnal Green P.L. 

Photography. Islington P.L. 

IGY and IPL. Islington P.L. 

Birds. Islington P.L. 

Thirty aspects of World War LI. Islington P.L. 

Manufactured goods and light industries. Chelmsford 
P.L. 

Medical subjects. Chelmsford P.L. 

Sex, marriage, parenthood. Chelmsford P.L. 

Modern German prose. Nottingham P.L. 

French literature of the 20th century. Nottingham P.L. 

Periodicals in the Commercial Library. Birmingham P.L. 

Joseph Conrad: a centenary booklist. Hornsey P.L. 

William Blake, 1757 to 1827. Lambeth P.L. 

Psychical phenomena and the occult. Newcastle P.L. 

Woman's work. Newcastle P.L. 

To celebrate the bicentenary of William Blake. St. 
Pancras P.L. 

Radio and television. Scarborough P.L. 

Anglo-Saxon England. Scarborough P.L. 

Earth satellites and space travel. Scarborough P.L. 

Science for the citizen. Dudley P.L. 

Aeronautical engineering. Luton P.L. 

Automobile engineering (3rd supp.). Luton P.L. 

General engineering. Luton P.L. 

Electrical engineering. Luton P.L. 

Building, carpentry and allied subjects. Luton P.L. 

Organ music. Bradford P.L. 

Books on Hull and district. Hull P.L. 

Local studies. Eccles P.L. 

Latvian literature. Eccles P.L. 

Personnel management, etc. Widnes P.L. 

English history. Hampstead P.L. 

The Middle Ages. Leeds P.L. 

International theatre. West Riding Co.L. 


BOOKBINDING EXHIBITION 


An exhibition arranged by the Guild of Contemporary 
Bookbinders is being held at Harrods, Knightsbridge, 
London, S.W.1, for a fortnight commencing 10th Febru- 
ary. There are demonstrations of every process in book- 
binding and displays of gold-beating and gold leaf-work. 








Obituary 


Cross.—-We regret to announce the death of 
Miss Lily Cross, A.L.A., formerly Librarian, 
Wilbraham District Library, Manchester Public 
Libraries, on 27th December, 1957. 


Appointments and Retirements 


BaKeweLL.—Mr. K. G. B. Bakewell, A.L.A., Chief 
Cataloguer, Bexley P.L., to be Cataloguer and Classifier, 
English Electric Co. Ltd., Leicester. 

Bamper.—Mr. R. N. Bamber, A.L.A., Deputy 
Librarian-in-charge, Thornton-Cleveleys Regional Lib- 
rarv, to be Assistant Librarian, Hq. Library, Lancs Co. L. 

BATEMAN.—Miss J. Y. Bateman, Branch Librarian, 
Reigate and Redhill District, Surrey Co. L., to be Dis- 
trict Librarian of Dorking, Surrey Co. L. 

BisHop..-Mr. D. Bishop, F.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Coalpool Branch, Walsall P.L., to be Deputy Librarian, 
Colchester P.L. 

Biue.—Miss J. Blue, M.A., Assistant, Univ. Coll. of 
S. Wales and Mon., to be Assistant, Ottawa P.L. 

BiyTHe.— Miss P. Blythe, Assistant, Norwich P.L., to 
be Library Assistant, U.K. Atomic Energy Authority, 
Harwell. 

Bostock.—Mr. A. J. Bostock, A.L.A., Senior Assis- 
tant, Merton and Morden P.L., to be Senior Assistant, 
Greenwich P.L. 

Broome.—Mr. E. Maxfield Broome, F.L.A., Chief 
Assistant, Central Lending Library, Cardiff P.L., to be 
Deputy County Librarian of Nottinghamshire. 

BurcHer.—Mr. J. Butcher, Cataloguer, Wednesbury 
P.L., to be Chief Assistant. 

CHAPMAN.—Mr. E. Chapman, M.A., A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, History-Travel Division, Toledo P.L., Toledo, 
Ohio, U.S.A., to be Senior Librarian, Social Science and 
Science Dept., Library Association of Portland, Portland, 
Oregon, U.S.A. 

CHAPMAN.—Mrs. J. Chapman (née Weston), A.L.A., 
Children’s Librarian, Mott Branch, Toledo P.L., Toledo, 
Ohio, U.S.A., to be Senior Librarian, Bookmobile Ser- 
vice, Library Association of Portland, Portland, Oregon, 
U.S.A, 

Cuester.—Miss C. E. Chester, Part-time Librarian, 
Hammersmith L.C.C. Day College, to be Assistant in the 
Branches Section, Somerset Co.L. Hq. 

DouGan.—Mr. R. O. Dougan, M.A., F.L.A., Deputy 
Librarian, Trinity College, Dublin, to be Librarian, 
Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery, San 
Marino, California, U.S.A. 

FaircLouGu.—Mr. R. H. Fairclough, Assistant, Glas- 
gow Univ. L., to be Assistant, Cambridge Univ. L. 

Fe_tows.—Mr. S. Fellows, A.L.A., Library Assistant, 
Orrell Area Library, to be Assistant Librarian, Hq. 
Library, Lancs Co.L. 

FieLDING.—Mr. F. D. O. Fielding, M.A., A.L.A., Sub- 
Librarian, Central Lending Library, Sheffield P.L., to be 
Deputy Librarian, Auckland Univ. Coll. L., New 
Zealand. 

FisHer.—Miss J. E. Fisher, Assistant, Chelsea P.L., to 
be Senior Assistant, Colchester P.L. 

Goprrey.—Miss P.M. Godfrey, A.L.A., Assistant, 
Dorset Co.L., to be Mobile Librarian, Mendip Mobile 
Branch Library, Somerset Co.L. 

Gray.—Miss J. M. Gray, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Welling Branch, Bexley P.L., to be Assistant-in-charge, 
Bexley Branch. 
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HatLtaM.—Miss Q. Hallam, A.L.A., Chief Librarian, 
Oswaldtwistle P.L., to be Borough Librarian and 
Curator, Colne P.L. 

HarGrave.—Mr. L. R. Hargrave, Assistant, Bermond- 
sey P.L., to be Branch Librarian, Bruton-Wincanton- 
Castle Cary, Somerset Co.L. 

Hinpson.—Mr. R. Hindson, A.L.A., Technical 
Librarian, West Bromwich P.L., to be Librarian, Bishop 
Auckland Technical College. 

Hipxins.—Mr. G. J. Hipkins, B.Sc., F.L.A., Librarian, 
British Dental Association, to be Information Officer and 
Librarian, Beecham-Maclean Ltd. 

HuGues.—Mr. G. R. Hughes, B.A., A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Eastleigh Branch, Hants Co. L., to take a post 
with Detroit P.L., U.S.A. 

JouNstoN.—Miss M. N. Johnston, Deputy Lending 
Librarian, Carlisle P.L., to be Senior Assistant, Sheffield 


Jones.—Mrs. M. A. Jones, A.L.A. (née Rothery), to be 
Senior Assistant, Bethnal Green P.L. 

Jones.—Miss O. Jones, B.A., Chief Cataloguer, 
Brecon Co.L., to be Senior Assistant, Merioneth Co.L. 

Kats.—Mr. J. J. Kalb, A.L.A., Deputy Librarian, 
Students’ Postal Service, West Riding Co.L., to be 
Librarian, Students’ Postal Service. 

McSweeny.— Miss M. K. McSweeny, B.A., A.L.A., 
Branch Librarian, Clevedon, Somerset Co.L., to resign on 
marriage. 

MaArtTIN.—Miss P. A. Martin, Assistant, Bexley P.L., 
to be Assistant, Sidcup Branch, Kent Co.L. 

Meapows.—Miss M. Meadows, Assistant, Norwich 
P.L., to be Assistant, British Library of Political and 
Economic Science. 

Murpocu.—Miss J. B. C. Murdoch, A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Hampstead P.L., to be Mobile Librarian, N. 
Somerset Mobile Branch Library, Somerset Co.L. 

Parerson.—Mr. A. B. Paterson, M.C., A.L.A., City 
Librarian of Glasgow, to retire. 

P_ums.— Miss A. M. N. Plumb, B.A., Senior Assistant, 
Manchester P.L., to be a Librarian in the Education 
Library Service, L.C.C. 

Price.—Miss U. E. Price, Medical Librarian, Jewish 
Memorial Hospital, New York, to be Reference Librar- 
ian, Yale Medical Library, New Haven. 

Roserts.—Mr. R. J. Roberts, M.A., A.L.A., Cata- 
loguer, Lambeth Palace Library, to be Assistant Keeper, 
Dept. of Printed Books, British Museum. 

Serwappa.—Mr. G. W. Serwadda, Assistant, Maker- 
ere College L., Uganda, to be Student Librarian, Man- 
chester P.L. 

SHACKLETON.—Mr. J. B. Shackleton, M.A., Assistant, 
Swansea P.L., to be Otley Mobile Branch Librarian, West 
Riding Co.L. 

Smitu.—Mr. W. G. Smith, F.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Westminster P.L., to be Editor of Books and Bookmen, 
Bookguide and Technical Bookguide. 

Sparkes.—Mrs. J. H. M. Sparkes to be Branch 
Librarian, Stanford-Le-Hope, Thurrock P.L. 
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New Publications 


* * * 


FIVE YEARS’ WORK IN LIBRARIANSHIP 
1951-1955 


Edited by P. H. SEwe ii, F.L.A. 
1958. viii, 418 pp. 60s. (45s. to members). Post 1s. 
A survey of the major trends, developments and publications in librarianship at home 
and abroad. National, government, university, public and special libraries are covered, 
and all aspects of library work are dealt with, including professional education, book 
production and documentary reproduction. 


* * 


NATIONAL LIBRARIES OF THE WORLD 


THEIR HISTORY, ADMINISTRATION AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

ARUNDELL ESDAILE, C.B.E., M.A., Litt.D., F.L.A. 
Second edition, completely revised by F. J. Hitt, M.A., F.L.A. 
1957. xv, 413 pp. 12 plates. 44s. (33s. to members). Post 6d. 
The natural growth of the stocks of national libraries, the development of their services 
and, above all, the calamity of a second world war have made necessary considerable 
alterations and additions in the revision of Dr. Esdaile’s text. Thirty-two libraries are 
described; buildings, catalogues, collections, staff and finance are dealt with, and a 
bibliography follows each chapter. 


* * * 


PROLEGOMENA TO LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION 


S. R. RANGANATHAN 
Second edition, 487 pp. 45s. (33s. to members). Post 6d. 


The original edition of this work, published twenty years ago, was an outstanding contri- 
bution to library classification and has had considerable influence on library thought 
and practice. The second edition has been largely revised and partly re-written by the 


author. 
* * - 


LIBRARY SCIENCE ABSTRACTS 


Cumulative Index to Vols. 1-6, 1950-1955. 
Compiled by H. A. WHaTLEY and EveLyNn S. WHATLEY 
1957. viii, 203 pp. 40s. (30s. to members). Post 6d. 
This detailed index is essential to reveal the concentrated information contained in L.S.A. 


Some 2,500 additions, corrections and alterations have been made to the six original 
indexes. 
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Obituary 


Cross.—We regret to announce the death of 
Miss Lily Cross, A.L.A., formerly Librarian, 
Wilbraham District Library, Manchester Public 
Libraries, on 27th December, 1957. 


Appointments and Retirements 


Bakewett.—Mr. K. G. B. Bakewell, A.L.A., Chief 
Cataloguer, Bexley P.L., to be Cataloguer and Classifier, 
English Electric Co. Ltd., Leicester. 

Bamper.-Mr. R. N. Bamber, A.L.A., Deputy 
Librarian-in-charge, Thornton-Cleveleys Regional! Lib- 
rary, to be Assistant Librarian, Hq. Library, Lancs Co. L. 

BaTEMAN.—Miss J. Y. Bateman, Branch Librarian, 
Reigate and Redhill District, Surrey Co. L., to be Dis- 
trict Librarian of Dorking, Surrey Co. L. 

BisHop.—_Mr. D. Bishop, F.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Coalpool Branch, Walsall P.L., to be Deputy Librarian, 
Colchester P.L. 

Biue.—Miss J. Blue, M.A., Assistant, Univ. Coll. of 
S. Wales and Mon., to be Assistant, Ottawa P.L. 

BiyTHE.—Miss P. Blythe, Assistant, Norwich P.L., to 
be Library Assistant, U.K. Atomic Energy Authority, 
Harwell. 

Bostock.—Mr. A. J. Bostock, A.L.A., Senior Assis- 
tant, Merton and Morden P.L., to be Senior Assistant, 
Greenwich P.L. 

Broome.—Mr. E. Maxfield Broome, F.L.A., Chief 
Assistant, Central Lending Library, Cardiff P.L., to be 
Deputy County Librarian of Nottinghamshire. 

ButcHer.—Mr. J. Butcher, Cataloguer, Wednesbury 
P.L., to be Chief Assistant. 

CHAPMAN.— Mr. E. Chapman, M.A., A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, History-Travel Division, Toledo P.L., Toledo, 
Ohio, U.S.A., to be Senior Librarian, Social Science and 
Science Dept., Library Association of Portland, Portland, 
Oregon, U.S.A. 

CHAPMAN.—Mrs. J. Chapman (née Weston), A.L.A., 
Children’s Librarian, Mott Branch, Toledo P.L., Toledo, 
Ohio, U.S.A., to be Senior Librarian, Bookmobile Ser- 
vice, Library Association of Portland, Portland, Oregon, 
U.S.A. 

Cuester.—Miss C. E. Chester, Part-time Librarian, 
Hammersmith L.C.C. Day College, to be Assistant in the 
Branches Section, Somerset Co.L. Hq. 

DouGan.— Mr. R. O. Dougan, M.A., F.L.A., Deputy 
Librarian, Trinity College, Dublin, to be Librarian, 
Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery, San 
Marino, California, U.S.A. 

FaircLoUGH.—Mr. R. H. Fairclough, Assistant, Glas- 
gow Univ. L., to be Assistant, Cambridge Univ. L. 

Fe_tows.—Mr. S. Fellows, A.L.A., Library Assistant, 
Orrell Area Library, to be Assistant Librarian, Hq. 
Library, Lancs Co.L. 

FieELDING.—Mr. F. D. O. Fielding, M.A., A.L.A., Sub- 
Librarian, Central Lending Library, Sheffield P.L., to be 
Deputy Librarian, Auckland Univ. Coll. L., New 
Zealand. 

FisHer.—Miss J. E, Fisher, Assistant, Chelsea P.L., to 
be Senior Assistant, Colchester P.L. 

Goprrey.—-Miss P.M. Godfrey, A.L.A., Assistant, 
Dorset Co.L., to be Mobile Librarian, Mendip Mobile 
Branch Library, Somerset Co.L. 

Gray.—Miss J. M. Gray, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Welling Branch, Bexley P.L., to be Assistant-in-charge, 
Bexley Branch. 
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HattamM.—Miss Q. Hallam, A.L.A., Chief Librarian, 
Oswaldtwistle P.L., to be Borough Librarian and 
Curator, Colne P.L. 

HarGrave.—Mr. L. R. Hargrave, Assistant, Bermond- 
sey P.L., to be Branch Librarian, Bruton-Wincanton- 
Castle Cary, Somerset Co.L. 

Hinpson.—Mr. R. Hindson, A.L.A., Technical 
Librarian, West Bromwich P.L., to be Librarian, Bishop 
Auckland Technical College. 

Hipxins.—Mr. G. J. Hipkins, B.Sc., F.L.A., Librarian, 
British Dental Association, to be Information Officer and 
Librarian, Beecham-Maclean Ltd. 

HuGues.—Mr. G. R. Hughes, B.A., A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Eastleigh Branch, Hants Co. L., to take a post 
with Detroit P.L., U.S.A. 

JoHNsTON.—Miss M. N. Johnston, Deputy Lending 
Librarian, Carlisle P.L., to be Senior Assistant, Sheffield 
P.L. 

Jones.—Mrs. M. A. Jones, A.L.A. (née Rothery), to be 
Senior Assistant, Bethnal Green P.L. 

Jones.—Miss O. Jones, B.A., Chief Cataloguer, 
Brecon Co.L., to be Senior Assistant, Merioneth Co.L. 

Kats.—Mr. J. J. Kalb, A.L.A., Deputy Librarian, 
Students’ Postal Service, West Riding Co.L., to be 
Librarian, Students’ Postal Service. 

McSweeny.— Miss M. K. McSweeny, B.A., A.L.A., 
Branch Librarian, Clevedon, Somerset Co.L., to resign on 
marriage. 

MartTIn.—Miss P. A. Martin, Assistant, Bexley P.L., 
to be Assistant, Sidcup Branch, Kent Co.L. 

Meapows.—Miss M. Meadows, Assistant, Norwich 
P.L., to be Assistant, British Library of Political and 
Economic Science. 

Murpocu.—Miss J. B. C. Murdoch, A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Hampstead P.L., to be Mobile Librarian, N. 
Somerset Mobile Branch Library, Somerset Co.L. 

Paterson.—Mr. A. B. Paterson, M.C., A.L.A., City 
Librarian of Glasgow, to retire. 

PL_umMs.—Miss A. M. N. Plumb, B.A., Senior Assistant, 
Manchester P.L., to be a Librarian in the Education 
Library Service, L.C.C. 

Price.—Miss U. E. Price, Medical Librarian, Jewish 
Memorial Hospital, New York, to be Reference Librar- 
ian, Yale Medical Library, New Haven. 

Roserts.—Mr. R. J. Roberts, M.A., A.L.A., Cata- 
loguer, Lambeth Palace Library, to be Assistant Keeper, 
Dept. of Printed Books, British Museum. 

Serwappa.—Mr. G. W. Serwadda, Assistant, Maker- 
ere College L., Uganda, to be Student Librarian, Man- 
chester P.L. 

SHACKLETON.—Mr. J. B. Shackleton, M.A., Assistant, 
Swansea P.L., to be Otley Mobile Branch Librarian, West 
Riding Co.L. 

Smiru.—Mr. W. G. Smith, F.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Westminster P.L., to be Editor of Books and Bookmen, 
Bookguide and Technical Bookguide. 

Sparkes.—Mrs. J. H. M. Sparkes to be Branch 
Librarian, Stanford-Le-Hope, Thurrock P.L. 
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Appointments Vacant 


Chartered Librarians are advised to refrain from 

applying for any post in public libraries demanding 

Registration Qualifications [A.L.A. or F.L.A.] 

which is advertised in the General or Clerical 

Divisions of the National Scales or in accordance 
with the Miscellaneous Salary Scales. 


CHELTENHAM LADIES’ COLLEGE 


JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN required. Preference 
given to candidate who has passed the Entrance Examina- 
tion of the Library Association. Salary, £260 by £20 
to £340, with half school vacations; non-resident. 

Apply Principal. 


BOROUGH OF HENDON 


Applications are invited for the post of Curer Liprar- 
IAN, at a Salary in accordance with Scale “*F’’ (£1,625 
rising by annual increments of £55 to £1,900 per annum). 
A “lump sum” car allowance of £110 per annum will be 
paid. 

Applicants must be Fellows of the Library Association 
and have had wide experience in the administration of a 
library service. The person appointed will be responsible 
to the Council for the administration, supervision, and 
control of all branches of the library and museum service, 
and for their future development. He will be required to 
organize activities of a general cultural nature, such as 
lectures and book or other exhibitions, and undertake such 
other duties as may be assigned to him by the Council. 

The person appointed will be required to take up his 
duties at the end of September, 1958. 

The appointment will be subject to the conditions of 
service laid down by the Joint Negotiating Committee for 
Chief Officers, to the Local Government Superannuation 
Acts, to the passing of a medical examination, and to a 
contract of service under seal, terminable on three months 
notice. 

Applications stating age, education, qualifications, pre- 
sent appointment and experience, and naming three 
referees, must be delivered to the undersigned by 3rd 
March, 1958. 

Canvassing will disqualify. 


R. H. Wituiams, Town Clerk 


BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


B.B.C. requires LipRaARIAN with responsibility for 
Central Reference Library and three Branch Libraries in 
the London area. Essential qualifications: Fellowship of 
the Library Association or the Diploma of the London 
University School of Librarianship, experience in admin- 
istration of a Reference or Special Library. Successful 
candidate will work as Associate Librarian for a time 
before retirement of present holder of post. Salary £1,325 
(possibly higher if qualificatiors exceptional) rising by 
five annual increments to £1,705 p.a. max. Requests for 
application forms (enclosing addressed envelope and 
quoting reference G.476 L.A.R.) should reach Appoint- 
ments Officer, Broadcasting House, London W.1, within 
five days. 


Fepruary i958 


BRITISH WELDING RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATION 

A Liprarian is required by British Welding Research 
Association at its Research Station at Abington Hall, near 
Cambridge. This is a specialist library dealing with 
British and foreign publications in the Engineering and 
Metallurgical fields. Experience in an industrial technical 
library or in a University library is desirable but the main 
qualification is ability to co-operate with and provide an 
efficient library service for research staff. Good salary; 
superannuation under F.S.S.U. scheme; staff canteen. 
Apply with particulars of age, qualifications, including 
languages, and experience to the Secretary, B.W.R.A., 
Abington Hali, Abington, near Cambridge. 


IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

Applications are invited for appointment as LIBRARIAN 
in a newly-formed General Library. Salary in the region 
of £550-£600, depending on age and qualifications, with 
superannuation. Applications should reach the Touch- 
stone Secretary, Imperial College of Science and Techno- 
logy, Prince Consort Road, S.W.7, by Ist March 1958. 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF SOUTHAMPTON 

Experienced Book-BINDER AND REPAIRER required for 
duties in Town Clerk's Office (Archives) and Public 
Library for repair and binding of documents (paper and 
parchment). Salary within Miscellaneous Grade V (£590- 
£670). Applications, naming two referees, to A. Norman 
Schofield, Town Clerk, Civic Centre, Southampton, by 
22nd February 1958. 


INTERNE LIBRARIANS 

Mr. Henry C. Campbell, Chief Librarian, Toronto Pub- 
lic Libraries, Toronto, Canada, writes that the Toronto 
Public Libraries offer three Interneships in the Adult 
Circulation Division, and one in the Boys and Girls 
Division to British chartered librarians with public 
library experience in these branches of the work. They 
will be along the lines of those offered in the past, and the 
same British librarians have generously agreed to act as a 
committee of selection and recommendation. 

Applications should therefore be directed to one of the 
following: Mr. J. Clement Harrison, D.F.C., D.P.A., 
F.L.A., College of Technology, Manchester; Mr. Edward 
Sydney, M.C., F.L.A., 168 Hainault Road, Leytonstone, 
London, E.11; or Mr. W. B. Paton, F.L.A., County 
Librarian, Hamilton, Lanarkshire, on or before Ist June. 

Appointments are for one year. Salary is at the rate of 
$3,000 a year. A five-day 374 hour week is worked. There 
are eleven public holidays in the calendar year. Eleven 
months’ service will entitle internes to four weeks’ holi- 
day. It is desirable that the year’s Interneships should 
begin in September. 


For Sale 
Chambers’ Encyclopaedia, 1957. Library Edition, 
genuinely mint. £55. Carr. paid. Apply, 2 Sackville Street, 
Grimsby. 56755. 
Wanted 
Swets & Zeitlinger, 471 Keizersgracht, Amsterdam-C, 
Holland, wish to locate A. C. P. Callisen’s Medicinisches 
Schriftsteller-Lexicon d. jetzt lebenden Aerzte, 1830- 
1945. 33 vols. Owners are invited to contact them and a 
bid will be submitted. 


Contributions and communications (including advertisements) should be sent to the Editor, Chaucer House 
Malet Place, London, W.C.1, by the 15th of the month preceding that of publication (Tel. Eus. 5856 ext. 9) 














Copies of Mammon's daughter and Eagle's Feathers by 
Nigel Tranter. Replies to Howson, 10 Range Park, 
Motherwell, Lanarkshire. 

Copy or copies of Cheltenham classification (Heffer, 
1937. o.p.). Offers to County Librarian, Somerset County 
Library, Mount Street, Bridgwater. 

Library requires for exchange purposes: Annual 
Register after 1899 and any issues or volumes of The 
Library (Transactions of the Bibliographical Society.) 
Box. No. 100, L.A.R. 

Books and periodicals wanted by the School of 
Librarianship, Leeds College of Commerce, 43 Wood- 
house Lane, Leeds 2. (Kenyon) Report on Public Libraries, 
1927; Library Review, Spring 1947 and Index 1947; Book 
Collector, v. 1, 1952 and Index; v. 2, No. 1, March 1953. 





THE JOURNAL OF 
TRANSPORT HISTORY 


The current issue (Nov. 1957) includes : 


What Kind of Railway History do we 
Want ? 


by Michael Robbins 


Sources for the History of Ports 
by Rupert C. Jarvis 


Write in the first instance to the Lecturer-in-Charge. The Building of the first Bridge at Westminster 


1736-50 
by Patricia Carson 





CITY OF LEEDS EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


FINAL 
LIBRARIANSHIP 
COURSES 


Enquiries and applications are invited for the 1958-59 
full time course for the Final Examination of the Library 
Association. Write to Leeds School of Librarianship, 43 
Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2. 

GEORGE TAYLOR, Chief Education Officer 
Education Department, Leeds | 


“ A beautifully printed and produced journal.'’—History 


Published twice yearly in May and November 
Subscription 18s. a year; single copies 10s. 
Specimen copy on request 


LEICESTER UNIVERSITY PRESS 






































STUDIES IN ARCHITECTURE 


VOLUME I: PUBLISHED ON FEBRUARY 14 


Philibert de POrme 


ANTHONY BLUNT 


Surveyor of The Queen’s Pictures; Director, Courtauld Institute of Art, University of London 


Philibert de l’Orme was the most original and the most influential French architect of 
the sixteenth century. He more than anyone else was responsible for the establishment 
of a classical tradition in France, and in this volume the author traces the origins of his 
style in Italian and ancient Roman architecture, his own adaption of these sources, the 
esssential qualities of his style, and the transmission of his ideas to later generations. 
One section is devoted to his contacts with humanist scholars in Rome and France, 
particularly with his intimate friend, Frangois Rabelais. 

The illustrations include many new details of his surviving buildings, particularly 
his masterpiece, the Chateau of Anet, built for Diane de Poitiers. These are supple- 
mented by such records as exist in drawings and engravings of his other works which 
have been destroyed. 

Crown 4to, buckram, 176 pages, with 106 half-tone illustrations, and 37 text- 


figures. 70s. net. 
ZWEMMER 
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IN HARDWOOD, BRONZE AND STEEL 


EDMONDS 


BIRMINGHAM . GLASGOW . CARDIFF . LONDON 
CONSTITUTION HILL 78 ST. JOHN STREET 


TEL. CENTRAL 6351/3 CLERKENWELL 0244/5 








Referring to 
THE INDEX to 


Every two months this Index is issued 
to help you pin-point the date and column of the 
reference you seek in ‘The Times’. 

To enable you to retain back numbers of The 
Index in a compact, accessible form, the Recordak 
Division of Kodak Limited have microfilmed all 
the issues for the years 1906-1954. 


The 54 reels covering this period can be housed 
in a fraction of the space needed for the volumes 
themselves. Speedy reference to the microfilms is 
made by running the appropriate film through on 
a ‘Recordak’ Film Reading Machine. 


Consult the 


SRECORDRK 
MICROFILM EDITION 





‘THE TIMES’ itself is also available on 
‘ Recordak’ Microfilm. Write for full details. 


Recordak Division of Kodak Limited 


1-4 Beech Street, London, E.C.1. 
and at 11 Peter Street, Manchester, 2 Tel: Blackfriars 6384/5 


*Recordak’ is a registered trade-mark. 


Vii 








THE TIMES 
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New Spring Titles * 


The Apocrypha : 
Revised Standard Version 


Now that more than five and a half million copies of 
the RSV have been sold, it has been deemed impossible 
to ignore the demand for a new translation of the 15 
Books of the Apocrypha: ‘Books which are not held 
equal to the Sacred Scriptures’, as they were described 
in Luther’s German version of the Bible in 1534, 
‘nevertheless useful and good to read’. The Apocrypha 
was included in the 16th-century English translations 
of the Bible, and in the original editions of the 
Authorised Version of 1611. 

84x $$ vi+250pp 18s 


Scotland Before History 
STUART PIGGOTT 


The story of human settlement and development in 
Scotland from the earliest times to the Roman Occupa- 
tion, told by the Professor of Prehistoric Archaeology 
in the University of Edinburgh. The illustrations by 
Keith Henderson are complementary to the text, 
planned in close collaboration by the author and artist 
to present the monuments of Scottish prehistory as 
they now exist, and also to suggest the life and crafts 
of man in prehistoric times. 32 scraper-board illus- 
trations. 


88 x st 


Greeks 
MICHAEL GRANT and DON POTTINGER 


An unusual book of universal interest, a scholarly 
account of the Ancient Greeks and a delightful 
volume elegantly produced—a pleasure to read and 
handle. The abundant illustrations in two colours are 
by Don Pottinger whose witty adornments to the 
text will need no introduction to admirers of Simple 
Heraldry, Simple Custom and Blood Royal. This book 
will convey to readers of every age more about our 


viii+ 112 pp I$s 


presentday debt to Hellenic culture than do many 


more portentous volumes. 
Crown 4to 64 pp 12s 6d 


Documents from 


Old Testament Times 
edited by D. WINTON THOMAS 


The Regius Professor of Hebrew in the University 
of Cambridge and other members of the Society for 
Old Testament Study translate and comment on 
documents from Egyptian, Syriac, Hebrew, Aramaic 
and other sources contemporary with various books 
of the Old Testament. The texts include the Israel 
Stele of Merenptah, the Moabite Stone, some Lachish 
letters, the Siloam inscription and the Jehoiachin texts. 
Illustrations of many of the original documents are 
provided. 16 half-tone plates. 

of x 64 300 pp 18s 


Roman and Native 


in North Britain 
edited by I. A. RICHMOND 


A chronological survey of the Roman Occupation of 
North Britain; each chapter contributed by experts 
in different fields. Professor Stuart Piggott writes on 
the Roman Occupation and the Native Economies; 
John Clarke on Roman and Native A.D. 60-122; J. P. 
Gillam carrying the story up to A.D. 197. K. A. Steer 
discusses the Severan re-organization; Professor 
Richmond brings the survey to its conclusion in the 
4th century. 
Nelson’s Studies in History and Archaeology 

8 x 63 x +166 pp 18s 


The Chronicle of Fredegar 
Book IV and Continuations 
edited by J. M. WALLACE HADRILL 


The Chronicle attributed to Fredegar occupies a vital 
place in the history of Frankish Gaul as the only signi- 
ficant source for much of that period. Book IV covers 
the whole of the 7th and half of the 8th century. The 
vivid style of the Chronicle itself and the excellent 
translation will widen its appeal beyond the province 
of Frankish history. 


Demy 8vo 280pp _Nelson’s Medieval Tests —__25s 


Two additions to Nelson’s German Texts 


Iphigenie auf Tauris 
JOHANN WOLFGANG VAN GOETHE 
edited by S. PATRICIA JENKINS 


The high-souled Iphigenie of Goethe is very different 
from the shrewd, unscrupulous heroine of Euripides. 
This is perhaps the most classical of Goethe’s works, 
in its perfect harmony of language, form and subject. 


74 x 43 136 pp 6s 


PARKSIDE WORKS 


NELSON 


Erdachte Gesprache 

PAUL ERNST 

edited by W. WALKER CHAMBERS 

Paul Ernst was well known at the turn of the century 
as a dramatist preoccupied with the social and spiritual 
problems of his time. His fourteen provocative essays 
are prefaced by Ernst’s broadcast talk, ‘Einfuhrung in 
die Erdachten Gesprache’. 
74x 42 112 pp $s 
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| TO ALL LIBRARIANS 

} 8 Do You usE DURAPLEX? 

| THE CLEAR PLASTIC FILM FOR PROTECTIVE BOOK JACKETS 
MANUFACTURED IN ROLLS 94” x 100 YARDS 

| THE COST? ‘ABOUT dd. PER JACKET 

| FOR SAMPLES AND PRICES WRITE TO 

| DURAPLEX (PLASTICS) LTD 

| i4 CAXTON ST., LONDON, S.W.! 








Benlock | Limited 


’ a ~ ¥ GLI EA ; 
patterned bindings for FICTION 
Crown &vo 4s. 5d 


Also available new cover designs with 
itifs for JUVENILE “FLATS” 


BENLOCK LTD., NELSON STREET 
SOUTH BANK, MIDDLESBROUGH 
’ SoutH Bank 58529 





LIBRARY BOOKBINDERS & BOOKSELLERS 
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